
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
From the Editors 

The editors of Nestor wish our readers the happiest of holidays and all the best in the New 
Year. 
 
Announcements 

It gives us great pleasure to congratulate Joseph Shaw and Maria Shaw on their receipt of the 
Gold Medal for Distinguished Lifetime Achievement from the Archaeological Institute of America, 
to be presented at the annual meetings 5-8 January 2006 in Montreal. The AIA gives out one such 
award yearly for work in archaeology. The contributions of the Shaws in the subjects of Minoan 
architecture and frescoes are fundamental, in addition to their direction and publication at the 
excavations of Kommos on the south coast of Crete. The editors of Nestor join the AIA in saluting 
Joseph Shaw and Maria Shaw. 
 
Grants and Fellowships 

On 15 January 2005 applications for grants (maximum generally £3,000) to assist with the 
publication of archaeological fieldwork in the Mediterranean world, with possible priority to 
Bronze Age subjects, are due to the Mediterranean Archaeological Trust. Applications comprise 
a description of the proposed work (maximum 2000 words), an outline budget, and either two 
references in sealed envelopes or the names of the referees if the references are sent directly by the 
referees; references must also arrive before the deadline for application. Applications should be 
sent to Professor Sir John Boardman, Mediterranean Archaeological Trust, Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford OX1 2PH, UK, or by fax to 01865-278082.  
 
Electronic News and Notices 

A website entitled “Pyrgos-Mavroraki: Advanced Technology in Bronze Age Cyprus” is 
available at http://www.pyrgos-mavroraki.net/, including an introduction to the site and a short 
history of excavation.  Pages on metallurgy, the perfume industry, and textiles are under 
construction. 
 
Calls for Papers 

On 25 January 2006 pre-registration and applications for grants are due for the 12th Annual 
Meeting of the European Association of Archaeologists (EAA AM 2006), to be held in Cracow 
from 19-24 September 2006.  On 30 April 2006 proposals for papers, sessions, and round tables 
are due; further deadlines will be announced subsequently for successive steps in the registration 
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process. Further information and pre-registration and grant application forms (in WORD), are 
available at http://www.e-a-a.org/ or http://cracow2006.e-a-a.org/, or from Meeting Secretariat, 
Mazurkas Travel, Congress and Conference Bureau, 8/14 D¬uga Street, 00-238 Warsaw, Poland; 
telephone: (+48-22)-38-94-150 or (+48-22)-38-94-159; fax: (+ 48-22)-831-91-77; e-mail: 
eaa2006@mazurkas.com.pl. The meeting will consist of sessions, round tables, and poster 
presentations focusing on three major themes: 

Managing the Archaeological Record and the Cultural Heritage 
Archaeology in the Modern World: Theoretical and Methodological Perspectives 
Archaeology and Material Culture: Interpreting the Archaeological Record 
 
On 10 March 2006 proposals, consisting of a summary (300 words maximum) and title, are 

due to the e-mail address below for oral presentations and posters at the 2nd International 
Congress of Anthropology: Human Evolution and Population Bio-Diversity in Southeastern 
Europe, to be held in Athens on 5-7 June 2006. Topics of the Congress will include Phylogeny of 
Neanderthal and Homo sapiens, Skeletal Biology, Paleopathology, Paleodemography, Dental 
Anthropology, Development and Senescence, Molecular Anthropology; proposals of new or 
special topics for additional Congress sessions will also be welcomed.  Further information is 
available from Dr. Nasos Konstantinou at likos@hol.gr. 
 
Future Lectures and Conferences 

Revisions have been announced to the program of the Minoan Seminar for 2005-2006 listed 
in Nestor 32.8 (November 2005).  The lecture originally announced for 2 December 2005 has been 
postponed until the spring, the date of the lecture originally announced for 17 March is now listed 
as TBA, and a new lecture date has been announced. All seminars begin at 7:30 pm at the Danish 
Institute at Athens, Herefondos 14, Plaka, Athens 105 58; telephone: +30-210-3244644; fax +30-
210-3247230; those planning to attend should inform the Secretary at secretary@minoanseminar.gr 
or the Danish Institute. Further information is available at http://www.minoanseminar.gr/. The 
schedule is currently: 
16 December 2005: A. MacGillivray, “Vignettes from The Minoan Book of the Dead: A new 

reading of the Minoan-Mycenaean gold rings” 
27 February 2006: M. Zeimbekis, “The clay animal figurines and figures from the Juktas sanctuary” 
7 March 2006: G. Cadogan, “From House to House-tomb and on… Monuments - diversity and 

tradition in Bronze Age east Crete” 
 

On 4-5 January 2006 a workshop entitled Mycenaeans and Anatolians in the Late Bronze 
Age: The Ahhijawa Question will be held at Concordia University, Hall Building Room 767, 
1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd West, Montreal, Quebec. Further information is available from Dr. 
Annette Teffeteller, email:  teffet@vax2.concordia.ca; telephone:  514-848-2424 ext 2304 or at 
 http://modlang-hale.concordia.ca/ahhiyawa.html. Members of the scholarly community and the 
public are welcome as observers; there is no registration fee. The program will be: 
F. Starke, “The Ahhiyawa Letter KUB 26.91” 
D. Hawkins, “The Political Geography of the Arzawa Lands” 
T. Bryce, “Links and Relationships between Greece and Anatolia in the Late Bronze Age” 
G. Beckman, “‘Ahhiyawa und kein Ende’: The Battle over Mycenaeans in Anatolia” 
I. Singer, “Ahhiyawans Bearing Gifts” 
C. Melchert, “Mycenaean and Hittite Diplomatic Correspondence: Fact and Fiction” 
W.-D. Niemeier, “Millawanda/Miletus: Ahhiyawan Foothold in Western Asia Minor” 
E. Cline, “A Questionable Correspondence: The Case of the Missing Ahhiyawa Letters” 
M. Hale, “The Author of KUB 26.91: Greek or Hittite?” 
A. Kirk, “Anatolian Morphosyntactic Features in Greek Epic” 
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D. Mendelsohn, “Conflict Resolution in the Late Bronze Age: Hittites and Ahhiyawans at War and 
Peace” 

A. Katsapis, “Hittite and Mycenaean Funerary Ritual” 
C. Watkins, “Thoughts on Myc. e-u-te-re-u (TH Ft 140.2), the Goddess Mali(ya)s, and Related 

Matters 
I. Rutherford, “Neleus at the Interface: The Ionian Migration Today” 
M. Finkelberg, “The Mycenaeans, the Anatolians, and the Dating of the Trojan War” 
T. Palaima, “Thebes and Other Mycenaean Kingdoms and their Foreign and Domestic Relations” 
M. Bachvarova, “Milesian Tales at a Mycenaean Feast: Deer-Hunting, Ismenian Apollo, and the 

Hittite LAMMA God” 
A. Pagé, “Indo-European Poetics and Anatolian: Problems and Progress” 
A. Dale, “Sacred and Secular Poetry in Second-Millennium Anatolia and Mycenaean Greece” 
T. Showleh, “The Mycenaean Engineers: Expertise and Provenance” 
A. Teffeteller, “The Guardian of Thebes” 
 
Past Lectures and Conferences 

On 16-20 November 2005 an international conference entitled The Public Festival: a 
Diachronic Glimpse at its Socio-economic and Political Role was held in Soufli, Thrace. Further 
information is available from Assistant Professor Manolis Melas, University of Thrace, Department 
of History and Ethnology, Komotini, 69100 Greece: email: emelas@he.duth.gr; telephone: 
2531039475; fax 2531039466. Papers of interest to Nestor readers included: 
Μ. Πυργάκη, “Νεολιθικοί οικισμοί του ᾼγαίου: Ποια είναι τα οικιστικά λείψανα, τα οποία μας 

επιτρέπουν να υποθέσουμε την εμφάνιση του κοινωνικού θεσμού, ο οποίος σήμερα ονομάζεται 
‘πανηγύρι;’” 

Ε. Μαντζουράνη, “Η θρησκευτική και κοινωνική διάσταση των εορταστικών εκδηλώσεων στην 
προϊστορική Κρήτη και Κύπρο: συγκριτική θεώρηση” 

Γ. Παπαδάτος, “Γιορτάζοντας με τους νεκρούς: στοιχεία για τελετουργίες στα νεκροταφεία της 
Πρώιμης εποχής του Χαλκού στην Κρήτη” 

M. Melas, “The essentials of the grand Minoan festival” 
A. K¬ys-Mela, “Cave festivals in Prehistoric Crete” 
C. Varias, “Mycenaean vocabulary relating to festivals and feasting” 
V. Tsamis, “Festivals of memories and senses” 
Σ. Σπανός, “Μύηναϊκά Πανηγύρια και ʹΟμηρος” 
E. Ragousi, “Athla in the Geometric period: their socio-economic and political function” 
 

On 19-21 December 2005 the Theoretical Archaeology Group Conference 2005 (TAG 
2005) was held at the University of Sheffield, Sheffield, U.K. Further information and registration 
forms are available at http://www.shef.ac.uk/archaeology/tag2005 or from TAG, Department of 
Archaeology, University of Sheffield, Northgate House, West Street, Sheffield, S1 4ET, UK; 
telephone: 0114-222-2900; fax: 0114-272-2563; e-mail: TAG@Sheffield.ac.uk. Papers of interest 
to Nestor readers included: 
R. Doonan, “The art of Catoptromancy: Revealing agency in the microstructural examination of 

metal artifacts” 
J. Bennet, “Administration or recording: the ‘life’ of Linear B documents” 
C. Knappett, “Texts as objects and things” 
V. Tsamis, “Embodied experiences in Prehistoric Macedonia” 
E. Milka, “Burial diversity and change in Middle Helladic Asine, Southern Greece” 
R. Fentem, “Between West and East: Near Eastern Imports to Ionia in the Early Iron Age” 
S. O’Brian, “Red right hand: the benefits of inhumanity” 
N. Thorpe, “Where are the witches of European prehistory?” 
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Obituaries 

The editors of Nestor are saddened to report the death of Professor Sytze Bottema. Professor 
Bottema published extensively on archeobotany, palynology, climate change, and the origins of 
agriculture. 
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