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COMMUN ICAT IONS

As you will note from the masthead, Nestor resumes publication this fall
with an all new editorial staff. On behalf of all Nestor readers, we extend
warm thanks and appreciation to Wolf Rudolph, Tom Jacobsen and the many former
Assistant Editors for their years of devoted service and guidance.

The Nestor mail awaiting us provided ample documentation that Aegean

prehistorians have been very active indeed in recent months. We are working
through the piles and will respond to your many inquiries as quickly as
possible. In the meantime, we face an important policy decision and earnestly

solicit your opinions and suggestions:

In recent years, in addition to the primary mission of recording published
bibliography related to Aegean prehistory, Nestor has listed increasing numbers
of paper titles presented to local, national and international conferences.
When the list runs to 10, or 20, or even 50 titles, the additional time and
space required to 1list them has not been a major burden in 1light of the
perceived benefit to readers. We find before us now, however, over 276 paper
titles submitted to conferences that have just been, or are about to be,
convened. A number of those titles appear in similar, if not identical, form in
several of the conference lists. Some, we know, are titles submitted well in
advance of meetings but which were never developed into papers and delivered--
but we do not always know which or how many papers are in that category. Many
of the program lists we receive include dubious spellings and wording of titles
which we have no ready means to verify or correct. Many conferences announce
intentions to publish their proceedings--at which time the relevant papers will
be included as bibliographic entries in Nestor--although the time lag is often
substantial.

In short, Nestor does not have the resources to insure accurate, reliable
reporting of conference and lecture papers and will not long be able to afford
to include all the titles we receive without increasing the subscription price.
How important and useful to you are the listings of submitted papers and lecture
titles? Your comments and suggestions on this and other issues are eagerly
awaited.

CONFERENCES
Past:

An international Table Ronde on "L'habitat égéen préhistorique", sponsored
by the French School, CNRS, and the University of Paris I was held at the French
School in Athens from June 23-25, 1987. See Nestor 14:2 (2100-2101) for list of
participants and titles.

An International Colloquium, "High, Middle or Low?", on Absolute Chronology
in the East-Mediterranean, organized by Professor Paul Astrom, was held at the
University of Gothenburg 20th-22nd August 1987. The following lectures were
given: Dr. Alfred A. Kromholz: Business and Industry in Archaeology (Maybe
They Know Something We Don't?); Prof. Peter J. Huber: Astronomical Evidence for
the Long and against the Middle and Short Chronologies; Prof. Ingrid U. Olsson:
Carbon-14 Dating and Interpretation of the Validity of Some Dates from the
Bronze Age in the Aegean; Asst. Prof. Peter M. Fischer and Prof. Alexander R.E.
Lodding: SIMS studies of teeth: a new dating technique; Prof. V.S. Tuman:
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Astrological Omens from Lunar Eclipses as a source for Babylonian Chronology;

Prof. Wolfgang Helck: "Was kann die Agyptologie wirlick zum Problem der
absoluten Chronologie beitragen?" Chronologische Annaherungswerte in der 18.
Dynastie; Prof. Erik Hornung: "Lang oder kurz" - das Mittlere und Neue Reich

Agyptens als Priiffstein; Dr. K.A. Kitchen: The Basics of Egyptian Chronologies
in Relation to the Bronze Age; Prof. Manfred Bietak: Remarks about the
Chronology of the Middle Bronze Age Culture in the Light of Excavations at Tell
el-Dab'a; Prof. Paul Astrom: The Chronology of the Middle Cypriote Bronze Age;
Prof. Gisela Walberg: Middle Minoan Chronology: Relative and Absolute; Mrs.
Vronwy Hankey: The Chronology of the Aegean Late Bronze Age; Dr. Janice L.
Crowley: Minoan Influence on Mycenaean Art: Chronological Problems with the
Prototypes; Prof. Gernot Wilhelm and Dr. Johannes Boese: Absolute Chronologie
and die hethitische Geschichte des 15. und 14. Jahrhunderts v. Chr.; Prof.
Marie-Henriette Gates: Alalakh and Chronology Again; Prof. Trude Dothan:
Observations on the Chronology of Canaan in the 13th-12th centuries B.C.E.;
Prof. Paolo Matthiae: The Destruction of Ebla Royal Palace: Interconnections
between Syria, Mesopotamia and Egypt in the Late EBIV.

At the closing session the opinion of the majority of the scholars present
- about 30 - was that the historical and archaeological evidence tends to
support a low chronology for Hammurabi. Two participants followed Professor
Peter J. Huber in regarding the high chronology with highest probability to be
the correct one. Two scholars were neutral. There was no vote in favour of the
so-called middle chronology. Professor Ingrid Olsson, Uppsala University, ruled
out many radiocarbon dates which do not attain the required accuracy. It was
unanimously considered that radiocarbon dates at present cannot support either
the high, middle or low chronology. A new dating method - SIMS (secondary ion
mass spectrometry) studies of teeth was presented by Professor Alexander R.E.
Lodding and Dr. Peter M. Fischer. Dr. A. Kromholz showed that computers were
useful tools for drawing time line charts, establishing synchronisms and
identifying allowable durations. The first two parts of the Acts of the
Colloquium "High, Middle or Low" (Studies in Mediterranean Archaeology Pocket-
books 56-57) are already in print (Paul Astroms forlag, P.L. 425, S-433 176
Partille, Sweden).

The 6th International Colloquium on Aegean Prehistory was held in Athens 30
Aug.-5 Sept. 1987. 134 papers were presented in topical sessions on:
"Terminology and Chronological Determinations" (10), "Man, Natural Environment
and Its Role" (6), "Cultural Environment: Burial Customs" (7), "Cultural
Environment: Cultural Relations" (8), "Script and Language" (18), "Economy"
(4), "Production and Commerce" (4), "“Ships and Navigation" (1), "Metallurgy"
(6), "Cultural Environment: Art" (10), "Demography" (3), "Pottery" (6), "Idols"
(3), "Mythical Elements" (2), "Technology" (5), "Religion" (9), "Seals" (5),
"Social Organization: Authority and State" (6), "Organization and Use of Space"
(21). There are plans to publish these and additional papers as Proceedings, in
the coming year.

Near Future:

(1) The New York Aegean Bronze Age Colloquium will meet at the Institute of
Fine Arts, One East 78th Street, Tuesday, October 13, 1987, at 7:45 p.m.
Prof. Machteld Mellink will speak on "Hittite News for Aegean
Prehistorians." Interested guests are always welcome. (Signed) Ellen
Davis, Guenter Kopcke, Malcolm Wiener.
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(2) The L.S.B. Leakey Foundation and Indiana University will sponsor

a

symposium "The Quest for our Ancestors", featuring state-of-the-art
developments in human origin studies, Oct. 17-18, 1987, in Bloomington, IN.
For registration information, contact Nicholas P. Toth, Glenn Black Lab,

8th & Fess Sts., Bloomington, IN 47401.

(3) The Archaeological Institute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the

Museum Organizations of Szolnok and Csongrad Counties will sponsor

a

conference on the "Neolithic of Southeastern Europe and its Near Eastern

Connections" in Szolnok and Szeged on Sept. 27-Oct. 2, 1987.
ANNOUNCEMENT

NEW ADDRESS FOR MINOS
Correspondence concerning editorial matters should now be addressed to
Professor José L. Melena
Ispaniko Morfotiko Kéntro
BASILISSIS SOFIAS
Odos Skoufa 31
106 73 ATHENS Greece
Books for review (and reprints of articles as well) should also be sent to
above-mentioned address.
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