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COMMUNICATIONS

The New York Aegean Bronze Age Colloquium announces the following
lectures: Prof., John and Dr. Efi Sakellarakis will discuss material
from their lectures at Arkhanes on Crete (February 25) and Dr. Hartmut
Matthdus of Marburg will speak on, "Minoan-Mycenaean Bronze Vessels: An
Overview" (March 5). Both lectures will be held at the Institute of
Fine Arts, 1 East 78th Street, New York, at 7:30 p.m.

John Ruffle, Birmingham, England, will speak about '"The Ancient
Egyptians as Tourists and Antiquarians' at the University Museum,
Philadelphia, on February 28 at 5:45 p.m.

FORUM
To the Editors:

ma-ri-ne-u and mallos

I do not see an immediate way of affirming or denying the equations
suggested by J.-C. Billigmeier (Nestor 6:9, 1408, Dec. 1979) between
Linear B LANA and mallos and between Linear A Lc46=MA+RU and Linear B.
Billigmeier goes on to allow that mallos was originally Minoan and was
borrowed by Greek, and states that the IE cognates of mallos are dubious.

I would call the readers' attention to the fact that I have claimed
(Studia Celtica X-XI, 1975-6, 69-70) that mallds "wool" is in fact not
isolated in IE. I reconstruct Welsh blew "hair'" (and the crucial Breton
cognates) as 'bles&— ‘leesgé (an old collective). This *mles—go—
may be placed beside the Gaulish personal name Blestus "Hairy(?)'" and
the British name Blestio on the Antonine Itinerary.

Thus in place of the indeterminacy which I expressed (Zlva Antika
XX, 1970, 10) for mallds and the denial of a relation between this and
Welsh blew (Celtica X, 1973, 156) I now consider a reconstruction mgs—o—
reasonably assured. Therefore mallds should be good IE in origin,
regardless of the ultimate verdict on the Linear A ligature in question.

University of Chicago Yours, é&c.
5828 S. University Ave. Eric P. Hamp
Chicago, Illinois 60637 8 January 1980

To the Editors:
MA#RU, paiAdG and Arm. mal

In Nestor, Dec. 1979, Billigmeier discussed the Mycenaean God
name ma-ri-ne-u that L.R. Palmer has normalized as Mallineus, further
tying the word to Gk. paiiég '"lock of wool." Billigmeier related
the word to Linear A Lc46 = MA+RU and suggested that we have here a
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relic of an Aegean substratum. This proposition becomes increasingly
possible when we draw in the Armenian parallel mal "sheep, mutton"
which conforms phonologically and semantically to the proto-Greek

root ¥mal-. Armenian has a curiously large number of exclusive corres-
pondences with Greek that point to an earlier proto-Arm-Greek Sprachbund,
a view that was recently developed by Academician G.B. Djahukian of
Yerevan in the Proceedings of the First International Conference on
Armenian Linguistics, Leuven, Spring 1980 forthcoming.

Program in Linguistics Yours, &c.
Cleveland State University . John A.C. Greppin
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 14 January 1980

WORK IN PROGRESS

A note from Dr. R. Treuil, Paris, indicates that the theses
announced as completed on p. 1355 (March, 1979) are still in progress.
They are by G. Lyberopoulou (§790354), C. Marangou (§790355), and
A. Orphanides-Georgiades (§790360).

A completed thesis (n.d.) from the University of Warsaw: K.
Misiewicz, Thebes and Orchomenos in the Bronze Age: On the Origin
of the Conflict of Two Towns.
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