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COMMUNICATIONS

If some of February's bibliography looks more like January's, it really is. It
was delayed to conserve our dwindling resources by sending out the index pages
and some of January at the maximum weight and the minimum postage.

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editor: - The letters of John Chadwick and Yves Duhoux suggest that it is
time to close this correspendence. It would be fair if the initiator did no more
than bring out the main points of difference.

I sought a single explanation of a constellation of facts: the PY Ab rations and
their correlations with MULIER kowa kowo TA and DA, the PY Fn accounts, the
internal ratios of the system of dry capacity measurements, the Mesopotamian
analogies, and the deduced capacity of a MU which affords an opportunity of
linking up with the archaeological evidence. This explanation I found in the de-
termination of GRANUM V 1 as the daily ration of a DA, equal to that of a
craftsman in the Fn accounts.

Dr. Chadwick (followed by M. Duhoux) bases his calculations on KN Am 819.
Important for the interpretation of this text are 1) that KN distinguishes a DA
from a VIR, 2) that PY Ab gives a figure for a DA and not a VIR, 3) that PY Fn
shows that a slave got half the rations of a craftsman, 4) that there is a con-
version rate of 2:1 for barley: wheat. It follows that a slave got HORDEUM
V 30 per month.

This insight was applied to Am 819 as long ago as 1964, and it was repeated
in an earlier letter. M. Duhoux overlooks the vital 1) and 2). Both scholars
are forced into non-equations: KN DA #PY DA # TH DA, and KN kowo # PY
kowo. I asked for justification. Dr. Chadwick has postponed his answer. I
asked M. Duhoux how his statement that a Mycenaean kowo got the same rations
as an adult squared with the PY evidence that he got half the woman's ration. I
receive no answer.

Sistrans, Austria Yours, &c.
21 December 1976 L. R. Palmer
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