NESTOR - 1081 - _ 1 November 1976

COMMUNICATIONS

A Colloquium on Mycenaean Geography was organised by the British Associa-
tion for Mycenaean Studies at Cambridge, England on 27-28 September 1976.
Papers read include:

J. Bintliff, "The history of Archaeo-Geographical studies in prehistoric Greece
and recent fieldwork."

O. Dickinson, "An Archaeological viewpoint.,"

P. Halstcad, "The Bronze Age in Thessaly."

I. Hodder, "Geographical Techniques and the archaeologist.”

J. Chadwick, "The Interpretation of Mycenaean documents and the geography of
the Pylos kingdon."”

J. T. Killen, "The Knossos texts and the geography of Mycenaean Crete,"

J. Cherry, "Statistics, computers and the Pylos texts."

A. ]. Chadwick, "Computer simulation of seitlement developrment in Bronze Age
Messenia."

R. Hope-Simpson (read by O. Dickinson), "The problems of intensive and ex-
tensive surveys on Greece."

D. Kendall led a discussion on the application of statistical and computer tech-
niques to archives, with reference to his own work and the paper of ]J.
Cherry.

A summary of the Colloquium was given by C. Renfrew,

It is intended to produce a small volume of Proceedings containing these
papers and brief reports of the discussions. This will be available early in
1977 at the price of £1.50 including postage or for those not paying in sterling
U.S. $3.50 or its equivalent. Orders should be addressed to ]J. Chadwick,
British Association for Mycenaean Studies, Laundress Lane Faculty Rooms,
Cambridge, England.

Lectures presented to Classical Associations in 1972-1974 included:

A. W. H. Adkins, "The Homeric poems and Mycenaean daily life” (Aberyst-
wyth).

B. M. Ackerley, "Atlantis, Fact or fiction?" (Teesside).

W. G. Amott, "Schliemann, Troy and Mycenae" (Lancaster & North Western,
Leciestershire, Shropshire, Glasgow).

Lydia Baumbach, "The dilemma of the horns—an analysis of the Knossos Mc
tablets," "Mycenology comes of age—a review of Mycenaean studies since
1952" (South Africa),

J. Chadwick, "Was Homer a liar?" (Leeds & District).

J. N. Coldstream, "Minoan and Mycenaean wall paintings" (Cardiff & District).

S. Davis, "The decipherment of the Minoan scripts—the final stage" (South
Africa),

M. C. Greenstock, "Lost Atlantis: Fact or fiction" (London),

D. A. Hester, "Minos and Homer" (South Australia),

G. S. Kirk, "Homer and the epic” (Aberystwyth).

E. Rushworth, "Legend and archaeology in Mycenaecan Greece" (Bangor &
North Wales). '
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B. B. Shefton, "Gold and ostentatious luxury among the Greeks" (Aberystwyth,
Leicestershire).

F. H. Stubbings, "Kalliste, Thera, Santorini" (Cambridge & District),

Lord William Taylour, "New light on Mycenaean religion" (Manchester &
District).

Miss K. B. Thompkins, "New light on the legend of Atlantis” (Manchester &
District),

P. M. Warren, "The Minoan civilization: achievement and end" (Bangor & North
Wales). [PCA 70 (1973), 71 (1974)]

The Ellaina Macnamara Memorial Scholarship for 1976-1977 has been
awarded to Dottoressa E. Fabbricotti, with the subject, "The origin and dis-
tribution of local Geometric pottery in south Italy during the pre-colonial
period.” The Scholarship will be offered annually; information may be obtained
from the Secretary, The Ellaina Macnamara Memorial Scholarship, 31-34
Gordon Square, London WC1H OPP, England.

Papers presented at the meeting of the Classical Association of the Middle
West and South, Southern Section, at Austin, 28-30 October 1976, include:
John G. Younger, "The Mycenaeans at Knossos,"

WORK IN PROGRESS

Dissertation completed: Pierpaolo Dorsi, "Studi di toponcmastica della Creta
antica: gli oronimi" (Universitd di Trieste, Istituto di Linguistica, 1975-1976).

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editor: - I have followed with interest the discussion on Mycenaean
rations. However, Yves Duhoux's reference to the same rations being issued to
Mycenaean adults and children suggests that it is high time to return to the pri-
mary evidence. Since 1956 (Documents in Mycenaean Greek, 157) we have
known that a child got haif of a woman's ration, In 1959 (Methodology in Linear
B interpretations, Sprache S) it was shown that a TA gets a woman's ration and
a DA 2 1/2 times as much. Now the KN texts show that a DA is some kind of
man distinct from a VIR, and this is consistent with the new TH evidence (J. T.
Killen in TH 1i, 92). Here once again is the key question posed by me but still
unanswered: how can John Chadwick justify his preference for three different
explanations of DA (in personnel lists) at PY, KN, and TH? All else follows
from the identification of DA as a male supervisor,

Now for the plausibility of the deduced ration scales. If parallels are sought,
should we not ask where else we find dry capacity measurements showing a
mixture of a decimal and a sexagesimal system? In 1961 (Linear B texts of *ﬁﬁ
economic interest, Innsbrucker Beitrdge zur Kulturwissenschaft 7-8, 11-12)
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attention was drawn to the great similarity between the Assyro-Babylonian and
the Mycenaean ration scales, Expressed in terms of barley the figures for
men:slaves :women :children are respectively Myc. 60:30:24:12, Babyl. 60:30:20:
10. Of further interest (The interpretation of Mycenaean Greek texts (1963),
97-98) is the class of "strong men" (guru$) who get twice as much as a slave
(these could be the equivalent of the DA). Children both of slaves and free
workers get the same ration, but at Nuzi the child’'s ration varied according to
age, either 20, 14, or 10. The Mycenaean distinction between "smaller" and
"larger" children must have had some practical significance in the ration
scales. The missing half child ration in KN Am 819 can be explained by sup-
posing that the smaller children got half of the larger.

H. Lewy explained the ratios 30:1 and 60:1 within the system by the practical
convenience of issuing a daily ration of 1 qu at monthly intervals. IfV is the
daily ration, i.e. functionally the equivalegt of the later "choinix," this would
explain its division into four "cups" (Z). Here is another key question likewise
unanswered: is this ratio in the Mycenaean system involving the unit we have
diagnosed as the "Khoinix" and its next lowest unit accidentally similar to the
division of the khoinix into 4 kotylae? Finally, how else are we to explain the
evident similarity between the Mycenaean and the Assyro-Babylonian systems?
The arbitrary dismissal of the identity of the PY and KN DA in identical con-
texts and the no less arbitrary equation of a KN kowo with an adult leaves unex-
plained a fact of great historical significance.

A-60-73 Sistrans 139, Austria Yours, &c.
22 October 1976 L. R, Palmer
BIBLIODITTOGRAPHY

I am requested particularly to call attention to the following correction:
Tpaupuxl A 618 uLvwurd épxeto T@v Xavidv [Linear A in the Minoan archive
of Khania] / ’I. 'A. Nanamootdiov [I. A. Papapostolou], Louis Godart,
Jean-Pierre Olivier, translated by Leda Moskou, — Roma: Edizioni dell'
Ateneo, 1976, — 1xxx, 260 p. : ill. — (Incunabula Graeca; 62). —
L. 20.000. [ g@7440 60835

BIBLLIOGRAPHY

The Archaeology of Cyprus—Recent developments / edited by Noel Robertson.
—Park Ridge: Noyes Press, 1975. — vii, 232 p. —(Papers from the first inter-
national) colloquium on ancient Cyprus, held at Brock University, October

1971), — ISBN 0-8155-5039-1: $24, (0. — LCC 75-34930. [J 66836
Perspectives / Vassos Karageorghis. — The Archaeology of Cyprus (1975)

9-14. [J 60837
Problems in Cypriote history / Robert S. Merrillees. — The Archaeology of

Cyprus (1975) 15-38. [ 60838

New light from Lapithos / Ellen Herscher. — The Archaeology of Cyprus (1975)
39-60. {] 60839
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Excavations at Phlamoudhi and the form of the sanctuary in Bronze Age Cyprus
/ Sarantis Symeonoglou, — The Archaeology of Cyprus (1975) 61-75. [] 60840
New Eastern chronology and the date of the late Cypriot I period / James D.

Muhly. — The Archaeology of Cyprus (1975) 76-89. [ 60841
The foreign trade of Cyprus durirg the Late Bronze Age / Y. Lynn Holmes. -
The Archaeology of Cyprus (1975) 90-110. ] 60842
Cypriote White Slip pottery in its Palestinian stratigraphic context / Barry M.
Gittlen, — The Archaeology of Cyprus (1975) 111-120. (] 60843
Early Phoenician presence in Cyprus: Analysis of epigraphic material / Javier
Teixidor, — The Archaeology of Cyprus (1975) 121-128. [1 60844
Birds on Cypro-Geometric pottery / Jack L. Benson. — The Archaeology of
Cyprus (1975) 129-150. [J 60845

The Cesnola Krater from Kourion in the Metropolitan Museum of Art: an icono-
logiczl study in Greek Geometric art / Peter P. Kahane. — The Archaeology

of Cyprus (1975) 151-210. [i 60846
Excavations at Soloi / Jean des Gagniers. — The Archaeology of Cyprus (1975)
211-232, {0 60847

Aspects du vocabulaire économique mycénien (cadastre—artisanat—fiscalit€} /
Yves Duhoux., — Amsterdam: Adolf M, Hakkert, 1976, — 202 p. — ISEN
90-256-0712-8. [] 60848

Atlantis: Dwelling place of the gods / Henriette Mertz. — Chicago: Henriette
Mertz, Box 207 Loop Station, 60690, 1976. — 189 p. — ISBN 0-9600952-23-3:

$10.50. [} 60849
The Minnesota Messenia Expedition .../ ed. ... McDonald & al. — 1972, —[R
T. W. Jacobsen., — Archaeology 29[:2 Apr.] (1976) 136-137. [] 60850

Documents in Mycenaean Greek /... Ventris & Chadwick. — 2nd ed. / John
Chadwick, — 1973, — [] 40524, — [R A. Morpurgo Davies. — Ant] 55[:2] (1975)
425, —[R L. R, Palmer. — Gnomon 48[:5 Aug. ] (1976) 433-444, [l 60851-52

The Palace of Nestor .../... Blegen & Rawson. — 1966—. —[] 90408 &c. — 3.
Acropolis and Lower Town .../... Blegen & al. —1973. — [R S. lakovidis. —

Gnomon 48[ :5 Aug.] (1976) 490-495, {1 60853
Kommos: Our first excavation season / Joseph W. Shaw. — Archaeological
Newsletter (Roya! Ontario Museum) 137 [Oct. 1976]. ] 60854
Die homerische Frage.../...Heubeck. — 1974, —[] 60588. — [R Joachim Latacz.
— Gymnasium 83[:4 Aug.] (1976) 353-355. [] 60855
Some Homeric evidence for the history of the augment / H. ]J. Blumenthal. —
Indogermanische Forschungen 49 (1974) 67-77. [1 60856
The imprinting of the Phaistos Disc / Arnold Bradshaw. — Kadmos 15[:1] (1976)
1-17. [1 60357

A silver pin from Platanos with an inscription in Linear A: Her. Mus. 498 /
Stylianos Alexiou, William C. Brice. — Kadmos 15[:1] (1976) 18-27. [] 60858

Further notes on the Hagia Triada tablet No. 31 / Cyrus H. Gordon. — Kadmos
15[:1] (1976) 28-30. [] 60859

Linear A ki.ki.ra.ja / Diether Schifrr. — Kadmos 15[:1] (1976) 31-39. [] 60860

Po-ni-ki-jo among the dye-plants of Minoan Crete / Caroline Murray, Peter
Warren., — Kadmos 15[:11 (1976) 40-60. 1 60861
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Pot-marks and graffiti from Toumba tou Skourou, Cyprus / Emily Vermeule,

Florence Wolsky. — Kadmos 15{:1] (1976) 61-76. [1 60862
Beitr&ge zum Kyprischen. II / Glnter Neumann. — Kadmos 15[:1] (1976)
77-81. [ 60863
Un lion de bronze de provenance égyptienne avec inscription carienne / Olivier
Masson. — Kadmos 15[:1] (1976) 82-83. {1 60864
The Eteocretan inscription from Psychro / Robert R. Stieglitz. — Kadmos 15
[:1] (1976) 84-86. [l 60865
Sixieme Colloque International des Etudes Mycéniennes / Olivier Masson. —
Kadmos 15[:1] (1976) 87-88. [ 60866
Comité International Permanent des Etudes Mycéniennes / Oliver Masson, —
Kadmos 15[:1] (1976) 88. 1 60867
Vogel und Fisch auf dem Votivtadfelchen von Psychro / Diether Schiirr. —
Kadmos 13[:1] (1976) 89-93, [} 60868
Troja dla dorostych / Jana Alfreda Szczepariski. — Krakéw: Wydawnictwo
Literackie, 1975. [1 60869
Czy greckie Ilion to "sanskryckie vilu"? / Eugeniusz Stuskiewicz. — Meander
31[:3] (1976) 118-127, [h 127. ] 60870

Editum est nuper opus a Joanne Alfredo Szczepanski scriptum cui
inscribitur "Troja dla doroslych" (Wydawnictwo Literackie, Krakow
1975), quo auctor de Troia disputat non ratione scientifica sed potius
populariter, quod lectori multum prodesse potest. Sunt tamen in eo
libro quaedam non tam recte ac iure scripta, praesertim cum auctor de
nomine vilu, Wilion dixerit, sunt insuper quaedam vituperanda in stilo
dicendique forma, sunt corrigenda in transcriptione locorum ac no-
minum. Quae hic critice pertractantur et emendanda proponuntur.

Egejskie Pompeje / Tadeusz Loposzko., — Meander 31[:4] (1976) 131-143,

[A 143, [ 60871
Enarrantur effossiones perscrutationesque, quae in insula Thera saec.
XIX ab archaeoclogis coepta usque ad hoc tempus continuantur, Adferun-
tur nonnullae opiniones virorum doctorum, qui arbitrantur ingenti ter-
ribilique eruptione montis Therae non solum ipsam insulam deletam
esse, sed etiam insulas vicinas, in quibus Cretam eiusque urbes
cecidisse., Auctor consentit cum eis scriptoribus, qui ruinam imperii
maritimi regis Cretensis cum illa calamitate coniungunt. Verisimile
etiam auctori videtur pestes plagasque in Aegypto factas, de quibus in
Pentateucho narratur, nec non Platonis narrationem de insulae Atlantidis
pernicie cum illa maxima clade coniungi posse.

Chars et roues dans les tablettes mycéniennes: la méthode de la mycénologie /
C. J. Ruijgh. — Mededelingen der Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie van
Wetenschappen, Afd. Letterkunde 39:5 (1976) 173-200. — Amsterdam: North-
Holland Publishing Company, 1976. — ISBN 0-72048323-9: f. 15,—. 0 60872

Indogermanische Grammatik /... Kurytowicz., — 1968—. — [1 50405. — 2, — 1968.
—3:1 /... Watkins. — 1969. - [R V. Pisani. — Paideia 30[:5-6 Sep. -Dec. ]
(1975) 382-386. [ 60873
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The Dorian Invasion again / Zeev Rubinsohn. — Parola del Passato 30[:161]

(1975) 105-131. ' [} 60874
Morfologia di Zeus / Ileona Chirassi-Colombo, — PP 30[:163] (1975) 249-
277. (] 60875
The Code-breakers /... Kahn. — 1967, — 0 02250, — [R A. Martel. — RH 265
[:2:518 Apr.-Jun.] (1976) 497-498. 0 60876
Mycenaean citadels /. ., Scoufopoules. — 1971, —[] 10872, — [R Jacques Raison.
— RPh 49[:2] (1975) 297-298, [0 60877
A religious function of the megaron / B. C. Dietrich. — Rivista Storica dell'
Antichita 3 (1973) 1-12. [ 60878
Magic of discovery lures astronauts as it did Argonauts / Mauricio Obregon, —
Smithsoniar 7:1 (Apr. 1976) 80-85, (1 60879
Das hunderttdrige Theben und die Datierung der Ilias / Walter Burkert, —
Wiener Studien 10 (1976) 5-21. [0 60880
Linguistic evidence and its correlation with archaeology / Christopher Ehret, —
World Archaeology 8[:1 Jun.] (1976) 5-18, [A 18. [] 60881
Time perspective and proto-Indo-European culture / J. P, Mallory. — WArch
8[:1 Jan.] (1976) 44-56, [A 56. [ 60882
Illyrian personal names in the Mycenaean Greek onomasticon? / P. Hr.
Ilievski. - Ziva Antika 25[:1-2] (1975) 413-421. [ 60883

Die wichstigsten konsonantischen Erscheinungen des Vorgriechischen /. . .
Furnce. — 1972. —[] 30361. — [R Alfred Heubeck, — IF 49 (1974) 272~

277, [l 60884 N
Corpus delle iscrizioni in Linear B di Micene /... Sacconi. — 1974. - [] 50707.

—[R V. Picani. — Paideia 30[:5-6 Sep.-Dec.] (1975) 389. [ 60885
Corpus delle iscrizioni vascolari in Lincare B /... Sacconi, — 1974, —[] 50706.

—[R V. Pisani, — Paideia 30[:5-6 Sep.-Dec.] (1975) 389. [] 60886
Middle Cypriot White Painted Pottery /... Frankel. — 1974, — [| 40381, — R

Trevor Watkins. — PalEQ 108{:1 Jan.-Jun.] (1976) 65-66. [l 60887

Two Cypriot Bronze Age sites at Kaikallia ... /... Overbeck & al. — 1972, —
[ 20583. - [R J. C. Courtois. — REG 88[:419-423] (1975) 233, —[R F. Van-
denabeele. — REA 76[:3-4 Jul.-Dec, ] (1974) 419-420, [ 60888-89

._._qu'il permis de rire entre myceénologues

Neither Raison and Pope's nor Packard's reading of the Palaikastro Linear A
tablet scunds very instructive,

Now, a key-point has obviously been ignored: the archaeological evidence of
the Palaikastro excavations has taught us that this pleasant little town was a

_ leading centre in toy-manufacturing in Minoan times, as many of the published

objects in the Unpublished Objects (ABSA Suppl. 1) show.

If so, the tablet was certainly a page of a children's songbook, or a music-
chest if you like, and the last line then would read:

ta. da. ra. ta. to. ba(m). bo(m). @

Ose could even reconstruct the melodyi
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