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COMMUNICATIONS
1963 1964
VISITORS

per diem (cumulative) per diem
Treasury of Minyas '61- ("62 3) 1, 981 2,734
Lerna '63- 2 421 786 e
Tylissos '63- 1 197 589 2
Pylos Museum '61- (62 6) 3, 240 4, 792 sl
Thera Museum '61- ('61 4) 2, 104 4,020 7
Thebes Museum '62- 9 2,623 4, 814 S5
Nafplion Museum '60- 9 8, 886 11, 803 10 !
Palace of Nestor '61 22 11, 983 19, 787 27 |
Tiryns '61- 80 23, 846 71, 190 82 1!
Treasury of Atreus '61- 248 158, 105 238, 263 268 |
Iraklion Museum '60- 243 206, 188 285, 645 299 !
Mycenae '61- 317 208, 250 308, 485 335!
Knosos '60- 271 229, 663 317,574 294 |
National Archaeological M, '60- 614 568, 544 774, 147 626 !

V. source and explanation, p. 911.

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editor: - A propos des tablettes, rondelles et scellés avec inscriptions
en linéaire A trouvés en octobre '73 sur le Kastelli de La Canée et si prompte-
ment publiés, quoique en partie seulement, par J. Papapostolou (AAA 6[:3]
(1973) 430-439): Je me demande, entre autres choses, si le signe nouveau de
la rondelle représentée page 437, figure 4, 2 droite, indépendamment de la
ressemblance alléguée avec le signe "mycénien” 18 du lin€aire B, n'est pas
tout simplement un monogramme, formé par la ligature des signes "minoens”
L 37 et L 100. Il serait dans ce cas 4 "transnumérer" soit 374+100 (ou 37-100),
soit 100437 (ou 100-37).

89 Boulevard Soult Yours, &c

75012 Paris, France Jacques Raison

13 février 1974

To the Editor: - With reference to J. C. Billigmeier's letter (Nestor 921-922),
it is by no means certain that the figure on the Zakros pithos gives the capacity
of the vessel, since it is preceded by the ideogram VINUM. However, if we
assume that 22 represents major liquid units, then the pithos should be large
enough to accommodate them. This gives limits of 28.0 to 22. 4 litres for the
liquid unit, assuming the calculation of volume is correct.

The upper figure is close to the value I have attributed to the Mycenaean
liquid measure (28, 8 litres); see Documents, 2 p. 394. As I have emphasized
there, these figures must not be regarded as exact, Nor must it be assumed
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without proof that the units of the Linear A system will match the Linear B
system at all points, though there is probably contact at some level. But
Billigmeier's suggestion that 3 Z = 2, 4 litres is improbable, since the smallest
unit would then have a value of 0.8 litres; my own proposal of 0. 4 litres is
already large compared with those of other systems. The measuring vessels,
which are unmarked, found at Thera are said to contain 0.2 and 0. 8 litres, but
the consequences of accepting those as the values of Mycenaean Z and V are
discouraging. It is at least likely that as the Pylos evidence shows, 0.8 litres
was a step in the system. More research on preserved vessels might be
enlightening, but no easy solution is likely.

Downing College Yours, &c.
Cambridge, CB2 1DQ John Chadwick
20 June 1974
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