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COMMUNICATIONS

On addresses. In gathering this month's quota of bibliography in the stacks
of the University Library, [ came across an offprint marked as a gift to
NESTOR, but catalogued by the Library as if it were the complete issue from
which it had been taken. Obviously it had been sent with insufficient address,
and the best guess the Post Office or the Campus Mail could make was that it
belonged to the Library. The Library’s best guess, since they receive Nestor,
as well as the periodical from which the article was reprinted, and since the
whole number of that periodical had not yet been received, was to catalogue it.
The Library now promises to relinquish it to me as soon as its records are
untangled.

The Moral: Letters, offprints, and other materials intended for Nestor
should be addressed to the Editor by name.

Complication: The U.S. Post Office has today introduced a new and compre-
hensive system of zoning. Thus all the addresses for subscribers in the U.S.
must be modified, and a new list published soon. The minimum address for
the Editor is:

Emmett L. Bennett, Jr.
The Old Observatory
Madison, Wisconsin 53706
U.S.A.

This should be sufficient; but one may add Institute for Research in the
Humanities, or University of Wisconsin, or both, for additional security.

Census of Holdings of Guides to the Stratigraphic Museum in American
Libraries continued. None held - U. of Chicago, U. of Mississippi.

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editor:- Linear A and Karian.

Such forms as Kar. mes-/mesna- : Lyc. mahifina ~ Kar. mav-/mavna-:
Lyc. mawdafina (for *n-heteroclicy cf. Lyd. divva- etc.), Kar. tavse-: Lyd.
tavée-, Kar. kave(a)-: Lyd. kave-/Hit.-Luw. kawija, Kar. ra(v)-: Hitt.-Luw.
ara(w)=-, Kar. sav=-: Lyd. sav- (cf. OL su=- “well-" etc.), Kar. nda=- “in=-":
Lyc. fita- “in-" (cf. Lat. endo-), Kar. lhleki: Hitt.-Luw. lulah(h)i, Kar. slm-
(-odo): Lyc. slam(-ati) and hlmm(~i) (possibly a recent borrowing from
Accadian 3almu; cf. Lin. A ya-sa-sa-la=mu ? ? ), and many others testify to
the fact that Karian is a language of the Hittite- Luwian group. (As to Karian
transcription, cf. my papers in Voprosy jazykoznanija 5-1962 and 3-1963; cf.
also V. Sevoro¥kin, “On Karian,” RHA, in press).

On the other hand one may compare some Karian words (esp. names) resp.
word-stems in Greek versions (e.g.,K1\8apa : Lin. A ki-da-ro, TdBa, TdB8a1:
Lin. A ta-pa, cf. PN Tab-ou in Kar. inscriptions, etc.) as well as in Karian
inscriptions with the formally corresponding forms of Linear A. One may
compare also some Karian and Minoan suffixes, especially those containing
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a dental (as for Karian, cf. -e3e, -idi, ~ave-= - «Tr] - in Greek versions in
“pseudodemotica™ with Kar. ¥ = [t] or the like; cf. Lin. A [-eti], =[iti], [=ati],
-y - or -n -. Both Karian and Minoan have -i- “datives” and maybe n-hetero-
clitics. Last of all one may observe that Karian shares with Minoan all the
features which A. Heubeck (cf. his Praegraeca) singles out as characteristic
of the “Hittite” languages (peculiarities of stem~-formation, g- and L-sounds
and so on). In this connection one may observe that some correspondences
between Karian stems and suffixes and the same elements of “Prae-Greek”
names and toponyms of Linear B may be established as well.

Karian may be regarded therefore as a “link” between Minoan and known
Hittite- Luwian languages of Asia Minor: it is noteworthy that [the ancestors of]
Karian and Lycian (which also seems to have many features common with
Minoan) form a link between Minoan and the languages of Asia Minor geograph-
ically as well (perhaps one may speak therefore of a “Hittite~-Minoan” linguis-
tic community).

Institute for Russian language, Yours, &c.
Academy of Sciences USSR, Vitali V. Sevoro¥kin
Moscow G 19, USSR

7 June 1963
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following [| and [H books will indicate the approximate excess (in US dollars &
cents) above the lowest price known.
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. . . qu'il est permis de rire entre mycénologues

A late Professor of Laputa’s whose scholarship fell short of his Tutor’s,
left unpublished (greatly to his credit) the following MS:
“Hymn on a Brick, or, A Document Mysteriously Greek”

With patient labour I have at last succeeded in interpreting the inscription
to be seen on a squarish tile of clay, brought me (under his cloak) by a re-
putable dealer in antiquity. Without further ado, the text, and my translation:

"OpOe Bie, &Gooe Aloavde eidap [B] Béoxer #Atkiptovg xdpra
ravdttepa [y Soxei iepépet odve npiv "Ieprel [3] "EoBoviv
AevkwwoYdc Xeipace

O Godlike Orthos! (as) her (?) defense against (?) Fate the Princess
the Dilim(n)ians [was this the site ofan Assyrian Trading Post? keeps
putting. It seems to the Priest, butnot to him[i.e.], to Hierys, the Es-

Upon the accuracy
of this reading I
stake my Reputa=-
tion.”

Alas, for my friend;
here is his text. The
tile is crumbled away.

_(superscri't? ] S
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