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COMMUNICATIONS

The Third International Colloquium for Mycenaean Studies at ® Wingspread”
in September, 1961, adopted resolutions calling for the re-~examination, re-
vision, and publication of revised versions of the recommended transcription
of the phonetic signs of the Mycenaean script, of the recommended trans-
cription of its ideographic signs, and of the canon for the use of the signs of
the critical apparatus. It was resolved also to call the result the “Wingspread
Convention.”

The modification to the table of phonetic signs are few. The committee
considered the many proposals for values for signs still numbered, considered
ways to eliminate subscript numerals or to replace the single anomalous case
of transcription of a single sign by two consecutive vowels. They considered
the feasibility of scripta continua (arekuturuwo) in place of the present
practice of hyphenated transcription (a-re-ku-tu=ru-wo). They considered
the possible elimination of some numbered signs as merely graphic variants
of others. Their final decision was conservative. They hoped by moderate
changes from the practice of recent publications to incorporate the most
generally accepted new values, in a transcription which, they would emphasize,

other relations to the spoken language it represented can only with difficulty
be determined, and will probably be under discussion at all times within the
foreseeable future.

The chief modification recommended for the transcription of the ideographic
signs is that the conventional transcription be expressed in Latin. This
conventional transcription, to be based on a proposal of C. Gallavotti, is still
under discussion. It was also recommended that for the metirical signs,
single letter codes be substituted for the accepted DM, QT, LB, &c., and that
for the other ideograms a set of abbreviations be made standard, for use
where the compression of the text is desirable. The details of the trans-
cription to be proposed are still under discussion, but it is hoped that some
part of the committee’s recommendation may be ready for inclusion in the
next issue of Nestor.

The modifications recommended for the apparatus criticus will be fewer in
respect to the statement published in 1954 by Michael Ventris (Mycenaean
Epigraphy. Suggested Code of Practice, Bulletin of the Institute of Classical
Studies, University of London 1 [1954] 3-10) and more in respect to practice.
This too will appear as soon as possible in these pages.

The tableaux which follow are arranged in what it is hoped will be con-
venient forms. The designs of the signs of the Linear B script used here
deserve notice. They are, as far as possible, exact imitations of signs actu-
ally traced on the tablets, and within each table the signs are drawn from the
repertory of a single hand, supplemented with reasonable forms only when a
sign is not represented in the single scribe’'s work. The forms in editio a
follow a hand from Pylos, of class III, those in editio b a hand from Knossos,
and those in editio ¢ a hand from Pylos, of class L.
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Additional copies of these tableaux or of any one or two of them may be
ordered in any quantities for individual use or for instruction or demonstra-
tion. They will be printed perhaps on heavier paper or postcard stock. It
may or may not be necessary to make a small charge for orders of moderate
size, but please make no payments until a price, if any, is announced. If extra
copies are wished a prompt order would help in estimating the number to be
printed.

A pre-Homeric relic, an ancient vaulted reservoir leading to the “Cave of
Arethusa” near Piraeus, has been found, according to the Athens News Agency.
[New York Times, December 19, 1961]

The Proceedings of the First International Cretological Congress will be
printed in the XVth volume of Kretika Chronika, to appear in 3 fascicules,
the first containing the addresses of the Congress’ Official Opening and the
proceedings (communications and discussions) of the Section A (Prehistoric
and Ancient Greek Period).

Papers offered at the meeting of the Archaeological Institute of America,
December 28-30, in Detroit, included William A. McDonald, “ Minoan and
Mycenaean Highways,” George E. Mylonas, “Excavations at Mycenae, 1959~
1961."
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