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The use of the following signs is recommended as conforming generally
to the system adopted at Leiden in 1931 (“Das Leidenes Klammersystem”)
for editing Greek and Latin texts of all kinds.

Clarity and objectivity being the essentials, the textual apparatus should
always specify the precise facts whenever the following conventions are
inadequate, or the situation is in any way unusual.

The brackets enclose what the editor asserts to have
been a sign or signs:
[ ] Originally written, but now broken away or illegible.
The .Leiden system makes no provision, and scholars
have experimented but have never agreed on one, for in-
dicating what restorations are positive and what are con-
jectural. Restorations of letters or individual signs
which make normal spellings in words which are them=
selves indubitable, or of formulae which are amply at-
tested in the given context, are positive; but where cer-
tainty is unattainable, the editor must be free to print
other letters, signs, or words, which he feels should be
restored to indicate the possible sense. In this situation
the simplest courses are to insert a small interrogation
point, and to comment in the apparatus; or to leave the
space blank and to give the suggested restoration wholly
in the apparatus.
( ) Added to expand an abbreviation or other curtailment.
But in dealing with Linear B texts, abbreviations are
normally not expanded.
< > Omitted in the inscription, presumably by accident; or substi~
tuted for signs erroneously written.
In the latter case, the signs actually written in the in-
scription should be specified in the commentary.
Inserted superfluously in the inscription.
[ 1 Legible within an erased area (i.e. apparently intended to be
erased, but still legible.
If two successive readings are legible in the same area,
the later text should be printed, with the erased text in a
note. If signs are written in an erased area in which the
erased text is not legible, this fact should be noted in the
commentary.
0t 11 Restored within an erased area.
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Signs doubtfully read:
A dot under a sign, or
under a letter or letters representing a sign, denotes that what
is legible is compatible with this reading, though what is legi-
ble would not, by itself in isolation, make such a reading man-
datory.
N.B. If anyv part of a sign is legible which by itself pos~-
itively suffices to indicate one and only one sign, no dot
should be used.

By

Spaces asserted to have been originally inscribed, but
now preserving no legible trace:
o4 a) One dot for each missing sign.
[--==] Dashes for an indefinite (unknown) number of missing signs.
[ - ca. 7 _, Dashes with indication of the approximate number of missing
] signs.
[- =2 - - ]Dashes and interrogation point to indicate doubt whether a sign
or signs was inscribed in the area.
N.B. A space between a bracket and a sign, or a sign
and a bracket, indicates that the sign is believed to be
the beginning, or in the other case end, of a word or sign
group; if the bracket immediately precedes or follows
the sign, this indicates that the word or sign group may
or may not be complete. E.g.

50 [ means that no digits can have followed the numeral;
50([ means that it is impossible to tell whether or not any digits
followed.
Similarly,

- -] te-ra means that there is enough space, or a divider, between the
broken edge and the sign te to show that this is the beginning of
the word.

- - Jte=ra means that there is insufficient evidence to show whether or
not the word is complete.

Spaces asserted not to have been inscribed:
vacat A blank line or area.
vacant 4 versus A compendious way of indicating a number of blank lines.

Areas broken away:
sup. mut. (scil. supra mutila) above the first line, or
_i_n_f. mut. (scil. infra mutila) below the last line, indicate that the begin-
ning, or end, of the tablet is missing.
If the missing part can be delimited, the text should
state, e.g.:
sup. mut. [desunt 3 versus]

inf. mut. [desunt ca. 3 versus]
Editio 1962




