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COMMUNICATIONS

B. Schwartz writes: “Mr. Ephron’s “decipherment” of the Phaistos Disk
(NESTOR 120) follows in close detail the similar aberrations of Ernst Schertel
in Wurzburger Jahrblicher fiir die Altertumswissenschaft, 3 Jahrg. (1948),
334-365. The latter, also reading from the inner coil outward, emerges with
a “double hymn to Zeus and the Minotaur.” The articles published in Journal
of Near Eastern Studies 18 (1959) 105~112, 222-228, if nothing else, establish
once for all that because of the overcuttings, the inscription can only be read
from the outer coil inward, right to left.”

Others have expressed (or may have felt) surprise at the appearance of the
summary of Mr. Ephron's paper in NESTOR, and it may be appropriate to
give an explanation and fix a policy. The paper was given; it has seemed a
worthwhile custom to include in NESTOR'S pages summaries of as many
papers referring to Minoan and Mycenaean matters given at meetings of the
AIA and APA and other societies as possible. Preferably these summaries
are those kindly supplied by their authors, and I generally intend not to ex~=
press approval or disapproval.

I may, however, publish my opinion, firmly held and freely expressed since
1947 at the latest, that no “decipherment,” “solution,” or “interpretation” of
that notorious Phaistos Disk, whether it has already appeared or will appear
hereafter, before another example of the same script is discovered (I had
almost said within my lifetime), is worth the ink used to print it. Studies
limited to the analysis of the strictly internal evidence of the Disk may be,
though probably almost everything discoverable has been long since reported
in one study or “decipherment” or another. Nevertheless, I shall continue to
collect and report in NESTOR any and every new “decipherment’ of the
Phaistos Disk that comes to my attention.
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