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Daniel Markovich 
UC Classics’ head articulates vision for the department and the study of Classics 

Daniel Markovich, who joined UC Classics in 
2009, began his fve-year term as department 
head in August 2023. His vision for the 
department and Classical studies is 
progressive and proactive. 

Markovich has expressed confdence that 
Classics will always remain a vital part of our 
intellectual heritage. He sees the feld is a 
natural antidote to the culture of presentism 
and to the myopias of egocentric and 
sociocentric thinking—as a source of possible 
solutions to, rather than perpetuators of the 
cultural and political problems of our age. In 
his view, UC Classics has a responsibility to 
consolidate around the mission of promoting 
the broader histor ica l and cultural 
perspectives that the feld provides. ese 
perspectives allow us to better understand 
our current predicaments. 

In Markovich’s opinion, the intellectual 
diversity of UC Classics has a potential to University of Athens and the University of 

Ioannina as well as visiting students from the 
University of Trento. Markovich has fostered 
intradepartmental communication through 
brown-bag faculty talks (fve in 2023-24) and 
co-taught seminars across disciplines. 

Markovich’s view of Classics as a potentially 
progressive intellectual force began as early as 
his frst introduction to Latin and Greek at 
the Karlovci Gymnasium in the former 
Yugoslavia, where this feld not only allowed 
him to combine his interest in interpretations 
of both literature and fne art, but also 

provide a model for other proponents of 
Classics, by continuing to develop a creative 
and inspiring environment to attract diverse 
faculty, students, and staff. His ambition for 
his term as the head is for UC Classics to be 
widely viewed as a model of a holistic 
approach focused on questions that continue 
to make both Classics and Humanities 
relevant, especially through an expanded 
international footprint and increased internal 
dialogue. ere are currently collaborations 
with the National and Kapodistrian 

provided an escape from the constraints of 
the ideology of late (and crumbling) 
socialism. He was further prepared for UC 
Classics’ interdisciplinary approach to 
Classical studies by his undergraduate studies 
at the University of Belgrade, where he recalls 
that the most difficult exams were in ancient 
history and archaeology, rather than the 
languages. In his graduate studies at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
he specialized in ancient rhetoric and 
philosophy. 

His research has focused on the educational 
aspects of Greek and Roman philosophical 
literature and the interaction of this literature, 
mostly written in prose, with ancient poetry 
and rhetoric as dominant common sources of 
knowledge. His frst book, e Rhetoric of 
Explanation in Lucretius’ De rerum natura, 
interpreted that poem as an educational text; 
his second, Promoting a New Kind of 
Education: Greek and Roman Philosophical 
Protreptic, demonstrated through an 
examination of protreptics—exhortations to 
philosophy—that ancient philosophy was 
initially conceived as a form of higher 
education. His current projects are a new 
textual edition and the frst English 
commentary on Cicero’s treatise Partitiones 
oratoriae, which offers a concise synthesis of 
Cicero’s mature vision of philosophical 
rhetoric. 
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Dylan MacMurphy Kenny Matthijs   Wibier 

Dylan Kenny joined the UC Matthijs Wibier joined the UC 
Classics faculty in fall 2023 as Classics faculty in fall 2023 as an 
an Assistant Professor. Kenny’s Assistant Professor. He came to 
path to the study of Classics was the study of Classics and ancient 
circuitous: aer transferring history from the strong tradition 
from the small, two-year, of secondary education in Latin 
Nunnian program at Deep and Greek in his native country, 
Springs College outside Bishop, the Netherlands—and “a lot of 
California, based on the three Astérix at home!” His initial 
pillars of academics, student intention was to study French and 
self-government, and manual Law at the University of Leiden, 
labor, his undergraduate thesis but he eventually enrolled in 
at Yale was on the Northern Classics. In his PhD at the 
Renaissance painter Bruegel, particularly engaged with Arnaldo University of St. Andrews, he returned to his interest in law, 
Momigliano’s writings on the reception of Herodotus in early modern specializing in Roman law, which he continued to pursue through a 
historiography; his frst M. Phil. at Cambridge, with an interest in Art postdoctoral fellowship in a team at the University of Pavia studying 
History, continued this interest, studying 16th century French editions fragments of Roman jurists. He also held teaching positions at 
of Herodotus. His interests turned more to Herodotus than Pennsylvania State University and the University of Kent before coming 
commentaries on the ancient author, and his second M.Phil. at to UC Classics. 
Cambridge was in Classics. With the sense that the classical texts are Wibier brings a cultural-historical perspective to the study of Roman 
inexhaustible in insights and that they provide an opening to other legal culture. His current research has three foci. First, he is fnishing a 
periods of Western thought via reception, Kenny returned to his native monograph on  an intellectual history of the Roman legal scholars of the 
California for his PhD in Classics at the University of California, early Empire, who were important producers of law. Second, he is 
Berkeley, defended in spring of 2023. interested in the survival and transmission of their writings in later 
In his dissertation and current research, Kenny has been investigating periods; this includes both co-editing a handbook on the fragments of 
an older contemporary of Herodotus, Pindar, the most extensively Roman jurists with one of his collaborators from his postdoctoral 
preserved Greek lyric poet, and his relationship to the intellectual project, and further plans to edit and translate the fragments, as well as 
history of the 5th century BCE. Although conventionally viewed as “the working on the Lex Romana Visigothorum, a sixth-century law code 
last bloom” of Greek Archaic literature, Kenny interprets Pindar’s that survives in many medieval adaptations, which incorporate Roman 
writings as alive to and aware of the intellectual currents of his day and materials otherwise lost. He expects careful study of those versions and 
as competing for “sophia”—wisdom, authority, or expertise—in that their annotations to lead to fresh insights about the reception and 
milieu. Questions of what constitutes “authority” or what endows an infuence of Roman law. e third strand of his current research is 
individual with “expertise” have modern relevance that informs Kenny’s another group project, currently in the planning stages: a collection of 
teaching. the letters written by the Roman emperors, to result in a digital 

database with texts, translations, and explanatory notes, aimed at Aer a year at UC Classics, Kenny described himself as incredibly lucky 
scholars and the wider public. to work here. “We’re so fortunate,” he says, “to have the resources that 

we do and to be able to use them the way we do, and that’s what allows Wibier summed up his frst year at UC Classics, saying “I’ve found a 
us to do our work and do it well. ere’s a value that the community has really inspiring balance between teaching and research. Cincinnati is a 
placed on our work of teaching and research and outreach, and I feel really nice city, and UC is truly one of the best places in the world for 
very lucky about that.” the study of ancient history, classics, and archaeology. So, a massive 

UC Classics Welcomes New Faculty 

thanks to the members and supporters of the Blegen community.” 

A Quartet of Festschriften Honoring UC Classics Faculty, 
Andrew J. Connor (PhD 2014), Jitse H. F. Dijkstra, 
and Francisca A. J. Hoogendijk, eds. 2024. Unending 
Variety: Papyrological Texts and Studies in Honour of 
Peter van Minnen. Papyrologica Lugduno-Batava 42. 
Leiden and Boston: Brill. is Festschri for Peter 
van Minnen presents fve studies refecting van 
Minnen’s wide range of interests as well as the edition 
or re-edition of 52 papyri and ostraca, with 
transcription, translation, commentary, and color 

photographs. 

Charlotte Langohr and Quentin Letesson, eds. 2024. 
Πολυμήχανος. Man of Many Ways. Papers in Honour 
of Professor Jan Driessen. Aegis: monographies 25, 
Louvain-la-Neuve: Presses universitaires de 
Louvain. is Festschri for Jan Driessen (Rawson 
Fellow; see p. 6) presents 21 essays that address 
Driessen’s broad-ranging scholarship in Linear B, 
Minoan palaces, settlement patterns and political 
geography, crisis archaeology, and many other topics 

in and beyond Minoan archaeology. e volume includes a 
contribution by Florence Gaignerot-Driessen. 
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S E Q U O I A C L U BFaculty Spotlights 
Steven Ellis 

Steven Ellis, who joined the UC 
Classics faculty in 2007 and whose 
promotion to Full Professor was 
approved by the UC Board of 
Trustees in July, has observed and 
participated in rapid changes to 
archaeological methodologies 
during his career: these include 
several new methods of recording 
and the ability to conduct analysis 
during excavation. He is currently 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g t h e s e n e w 

methodologies in four feld projects at different stages of research and 
publication. 

e frst of four volumes on his excavations in the Porta Stabia 
neighborhood at Pompeii was published in 2023 (see “On the 
Bookshelf,” p. 11); it presents the stratigraphic and structural 
development of this two-block area of commercial, industrial, and 
modest residential buildings over seven centuries of human activity. 
e following three volumes will publish synthetic studies focused on 
the pottery, the fnds, and the environment. 

Marion W Kruse 

Marion Kruse came to the UC 
Classics faculty in 2016. He 
describes the current trajectory of 
his career as “moving in the 
direction of what is generally called 
‘Byzantium’—a modern term 
invented to sequester the history of 
the eastern Roman empire from 
the rest of Roman history.” is 
was, as is usual in Classical 
education, not part of his training, 
and he said that “it has been an 

absolute delight to delve into the millennium of Roman history that is 
absent from our curricula” 

Kruse’s path to the study of ancient history was indirect; originally a 
mathematics major, his planned summer research project in 
cryptography collapsed when the sponsoring faculty member withdrew, 
so he turned to his Roman history professor, whose class he was 

Alumni, and Affiliates 
A. S. G. Edwards, ed. 2024. Medieval Manuscripts and 
their Provenance: Essays in Honour of Barbara A. 
Shailor. Martlesham, Suffolk, UK: Boydell & Brewer 
Ltd. is collection of nine essays in honor of 
Barbara A. Shailor (PhD 1975) examines the 
contributions that an understanding of the history 
and ownership of medieval manuscripts can make to 
the feld. 

Two co-directed projects are in preparation for publication: the East 
Isthmia Archaeological Project and the Pompeii Quadriporticus Project 
(with Eric Poehler); both combine feld survey of standing remains 
from previously excavated areas with legacy data and modern digital 
technologies. e former re-investigates the eastern core of the 
Panhellenic sanctuary of Poseidon near Corinth; the latter is a large 
public building at the edge of the Porta Stabia area of Pompeii, which 
had not previously been published nor even systematically studied. 

e arros Archaeological Research Project, begun in 2019, is 
currently at the feldwork stage. is excavation traces the development 
of arros from its Punic origins over 10 centuries through its decline 
and abandonment. It is a different type of Roman city than Pompeii, 
which has been studied for centuries—smaller, less urbane, and with a 
smaller port. In addition to giving UC Classics graduate students and 
alumni excavation experience, Ellis brings UC undergraduates to 
arros, who are exposed to a wide range of excavation activities and 
conduct an independent research project of their own devising. 

Ellis said that it is a privilege to be able to undertake these important 
excavations of the Roman world from a unique perspective coming 
from UC Classics, having the human and other resources to investigate 
“very interesting things at very interesting places.” 

enjoying, for an alternative project. By the following autumn, he 
reports, “I was enrolled in Greek.” 

One current major project is a co-authored book on the experience of 
soldiers in the eastern Roman empire from the seventh through 
eleventh centuries CE that grounds current scholarship, which focuses 
on high-level discussions of strategy, ideology, and logistics, in the 
realities of service; this pursues his 2023 co-authored volume, e Field 
Armies of the East Roman Empire, 361–630 AD, on the leadership, 
organization, and disposition of the feld armies of the eastern Roman 
empire during the three centuries preceding that period (see “On the 
Bookshelf,” p. 11). Kruse is also preparing a translation of four 
Byzantine speeches on kingship by Synesios of Kyrene, eophylaktos 
of Ohrid, and omas Magistros, currently under review for the 
Dumbarton Oaks Medieval Library. 

Kruse has been struck by the growth and change at UC Classics in the 
eight years since he arrived, with half the current faculty starting since 
then. He concluded “is has been a remarkable transformation and 
I’m eager to see where the department will go from here, especially as 
our outstanding junior faculty earn tenure.” 

Brent Davis and Robert Laffineur, eds. 2020. 
Νεώτερος: Studies in Bronze Age Aegean Art and 
Archaeology in Honor of Professor John G. Younger on 
the Occasion of His Retirement. Leuven - Liège: 
Peeters. is Festschri for John G. Younger (PhD 
1973) presents 24 essays that address Younger’s 
scholarship in Aegean writing, gender studies, seals 
and iconography, and reception. It includes an essay 
by  Susan Heuck Allen (M.A. 1982). 
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U C O N K E A
order, style, memorization, and Macedonia) compiled a total of described him as a “legend in his 
delivery—it is invention that four volumes of quotations from feld” and chaired a panel ofCelebrations! 

Brown Bag Faculty Talks 
In a series of informal lunchtime 
lectures, members of the faculty of 
UC Classics shared their research 
in progress with colleagues and 
graduate students. e frst three 
talks, during Fall semester 2023, 
were by faculty who had been on 
leave the previous year. Jack Davis 
(PhD 1977) and Sharon Stocker 
(PhD 2010) kicked off the 2023-24 
series with a report on their eight 
years of excavation to date at 
Pylos. Highlights included their 
excavation of the Griffin Warrior 
Grave itself and its publication, 
the local outreach of their 
excavation via a children’s book 
and translation of the Sather 
lectures into Greek, preparations 
for the upcoming exhibition of 
fnds in the refurbished museum 
at Kalamata, the Getty Museum in 
California, and the National 
Museum in Athens, continuing 
excavation of the new tholos 
tombs (especially VI) and of 
buildings on the same ridge, and 
ongoing analysis of various 
categories of fnds, including the 
wall paintings from Blegen’s 
excavations, soil and botanical 
samples, gold trace elements, 
glass, and seals.  

Marion Kruse titled his talk 
“Genre and Political eory in the 
Eastern Roman Empire.” He 
discussed his current translation 
project of four speeches on 
kingship from the 5th through 
14th centuries CE that he defnes 
as a genre on the “Duty of 
Sovereigns,” characterized by 
direct oratorial address, the belief 
that regimes echo the qualities of 
their rulers, an anti-panegyric 
tone, and engagement with both 
the ethics of virtue and the 
application of principles to 
practical contemporary issues.  

Daniel Markovich spoke on 
Cicero’s Rhetorica. He discussed 
Cicero’s contributions to the 
theory and philosophy of rhetoric, 
focusing for this talk on his 
h a n d b o o k f or or at or s , D e 
inventione rhetorica , one of 
Cicero’s earliest works. Of the fve 
parts of rhetoric—invention, 

carries the most importance for 
civic questions, and it is in this 
a r e a t h a t C i c e r o a p p l i e s 
philosophical methods to rhetoric.  

In the Spring semester, Peter van 
Minnen presented “Latin Papyri 
from Hermopolis,” which he has 
edited and translated for the six-
volume Corpus of Latin Texts on 
Papyrus, edited by Maria Chiara 
Scappaticcio. He discussed three 
of the twenty texts he studied 
scattered in European collections, 
one a bilingual court proceeding 
with the narrative passages in 
Latin but the quotations in Greek, 
and two letters, the frst a letter of 
introduction, and second from a 
military commander in Germany. 

Caitlin Hines concluded the 
series with a talk on “Ovid’s 
Arachne and the Metamorphic 
G r a m m a r o f D i v i n e 
Impersonation.” She traced the use 
of oblique polyptoton of personal 
pronouns, which she defnes as 
the repetit ion of the same 
pronouns in distinct infected 
forms other than the nominative, 
such as the phrase “me mihi” (“me 
t o m y s e l f ” ) i n O v i d ’ s 
Metamorphoses. While subsequent 
occurrences in the Metamorphoses 
express divine impersonations or 
the loss of self by mortals, Ariadne 
in the frst occurrence of this 
grammatical form uses it for a 
declaration of self-unity and self-
sufficiency.  

Semple Symposium on Stobaeus 

Susan Prince co-organized an 
international Semple Symposium 
on the anthology of John Stobaeus 
with Christopher Moore on May 
2–4, 2024. John of Stobi (in 

earlier Greek authors through the 
5th century CE, as a compendium 
of e x t r a c t s on v i r tu e and 
philosophy; his work preserves 
ancient authors and passages 
other wise lost and was an 
important text in the transmission 
and reception of ancient literature. 
UC Classics faculty members 
Barbara Burrell, Anna Conser, 
Caitlin Hines, Dylan Kenny, 
Daniel Markovich, Susan Prince, 
Calloway Scott, Kelly Shannon-
Henderson, and Mattijs Wibier 
chaired sessions or were paper 
respondents; UC Classics students 
T e d B o i v i n , V a s i l e i o s 
Dimoglidis, Michelle Lessard, 
Giulia Paglione, Alex Reese, and 
Luiza dos Santos Souza served as 
graduate assistants. 

Peter van Minnen awarded the John 
Miller Burnam chair and celebrated 
with conference  

Andrew Connor (PhD 2014) 
and Peter van Minnen 
Peter van Minnen was named the 
f  h J o h n M i l l e r B u r n a m 
Professor of Classics, following 
Rodney Robinson, Carl Trahman 
(PhD 1942), Harold Gotoff, and 
K a t h r y n G u t z w i l l e r . H i s 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d c a r e e r w a s 
celebrated on February 20, 2024. 
Welcoming and congratulatory 
remarks were offered by Rebecka 
Lindau (head of the John Miller 
Burnam Classica l Librar y) , 
Valerio Ferme (Executive Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 
and Provost) , Jay Twomey 
(Associate Dean, the College of 
Arts & Sciences), and Daniel 
Markovich (Head, Classics 
Department), who recounted 
having met van Minnen as a 
graduate student and again as 
department head when he came to 
UC Classics. Mattijs Wibier, who 
studied at Leiden University 
where van Minnen had studied, 

papers in his honor. Alumnus 
Andrew Connor (PhD 2014) 
spoke on “e burning door and 
the dung in the sanctuary: Anti-
temple sentiment in the daily life 
of Roman Egypt,” discussing 
papyri that demonstrate the 
integration of temples into “small 
town economic life with all its 
conficts and grudges.” Cisca 
Hoogendijk, currently at Leiden 
University and a friend and 
collaborator of van Minnen’s 
beginning as graduate students, 
presented a talk titled “What was 
written on the other side of the 
Concordance to the Sor tes 
A s t ramp h s y c h i  ? ” Un e n d i n g 
Variety, van Minnen’s Festschri 
was then presented to him (see “A 
Quartet of Festschrien,” p. 2), 
and the event closed with a 
reception in his honor.  

15+ 1 Years of the UC Classics Outreach 
Program 

Kathleen Lynch 

O n Apr i l 1 9 , 2 0 2 4 , a t e a 
celebrating sixteen years of UC 
Classics’ Outreach Program was 
organized by Kathleen Lynch, 
who shared statistics about the 
numbers of presentations given 
and the estimated audience 
reached since the start of this 
program in 2008. In that founding 
year, the program was a winner of 
an Incentive Grant from the 
Archaeologica l Inst itute of 
America, and a decade later it won 
the Outreach Award from the 
Society for Classical Studies; it has 
formed the core of eight Osher 
Lifelong Learning Inst itute 
Courses. Lynch lauded the crucial 
support of Ann Santen, the 
encouragement of successive 
departmental heads William 
Johnson, Peter van Minnen, Jack 
Davis, and Daniel Markovich, the 
contributions of faculty committee 
members and of departmental 
staff, and the time, efforts, and 
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Dear Emmett: 

9 Plutarch Street, Athens, 
March 13, 1960 

We have had a good many communications from you i of late, and 
Mabel Lang has answered most of your questions about specific mat-
ters. We have also been, pondering on the exact purpoee and scope 
of the projected It is not an easy problem to settle. 
I wish we could all get together and talk it over fully from all as-
pects. Since that is not at the moment, I will try to write 
down some of the thoughts that have ocaurred to me; you can consider 
them and let me have your reactions, at your leisure •. 

Some people want us to publish good photographs of all the tab-
lets. We have good photographs of nearly all, rthink; . but it would 
be costly to publish them properly in half tone.. Is it an obligation 
that rests on u it is, we shall have to find the money •. 

S6me want uw to p b sh information about date and place 
of finding of each tablet. is easy enough from the notebooks 
for most tablets; but for those mad p of or thirty fragments 
it would be complicating and perhaps confusing to give twenty or more 
dates or places. I should think we might be satisfied with the in-
formation for the principal fragment, unless there were some special 
interest in the distribution of the pieces.(! wasn't entirely convinced, . 
by the way.by your reconstruction of the direction of t he fall in your 
article in l\Jtinos 1957. ) ,, 

Some want-Us to publish sketches! showing all the groups of tab-
lets as uncovered. That too is fairly easy; and I'll get a series of 
drawings made by some one who can draw, using the sketches· and infor-
mation in the 1939 and 1952 perhaps also 1955 and 1957. 

Some are clamoring for an explanation ,of tfue many numbers omitted 
in When Mabel and I checked your revised inventory against the 
actual tablets we found every number accounted for in one way or an-
ther from 1 to 998, 1nalus1ve. rom that point on there are 35 or 36 
numbers vacant - perhaps you left them deliberately when you were as-
signing new mumbers to the many small fragments from 1939. In dealing 
with the 1952 series, I suggest that we treat them by inventory number 
and not by the provisional 1952 season number. Most of the latter can 
be straightened out,' if necessary, but the mender sometimes . forget to 
jot down the numbers of some pieces he joined • . And the find-spot is 
in any case fairly closely determined. I have drawn up a complete 
list from An 1 to Xa 1362 with all the available information and note-
book references, except that Marion has her notebook in Cincinnati. 

If it is wanted I am prepared to provide an account of our methods 
in clearing , recording and removing the tablets, in getting them cleaned 
and mended and photographed. I would like to put on record the names of 
those who helped in any and all ways at all stages. 

In anything we write let's not be on the defensive or apologetic; 
just perfectly matter of fact, .and objective. ' 

Your sketch for an introduction is very hard to read (a new rib-
bon in your typewriter would help); I think it should be recast in a 
much simpler form, with short clear sentences. 

Let's try to plan out just what we must do in the publication, 
then take up the problem of wherie1· and how to publish • . 

I'm sorry to be so tardy about this. How would 1 t be if we made· 
an exhaustive card catalogue, .with a for wa£h number, and deposit-
that file in the Nat • . Museum, where any one interested could see it? 
on the card we could put all information(i available about that tablet. 
Tfiwn we could be much more summary in the article, or the book, .if we 
include all the photographs •. Let me hear what you think •. 

With all good wishes .I have the original mending 
Y du rs ever, , 

enthusiasm of generations of 
graduate student participants. 
In total there have been 1237 
O ut re ach pres ent at ions , 
reaching 30,749 audience 
members by the end of AY 
2023-24. 

The history of UC Classics 
Members of the UC Classics 
community were treated to 
presentations of Shannan 
Stewart’s (PhD 2010) research 
into the histor y of the 
department in three venues. 

On August 30, 2023, a tea was 
held in the 4th foor lobby of 
the Blegen Library building at 
which Stewart introduced her 

exhibit in that space about the 
history and symbolism of the 
building, which is still on 
display. She detailed the 
decision process to build this 
n e w s t r u c t u r e a n d t h e 
b u i l d i n g c a m p a i g n , 
culminating in the opening in 
1930—165,000 books having 
been transported from Van 
Wormer by twenty students 
over three weeks. e themes 
of many of the decorations 
refect the interest of the 
librarian Edward A. Henry in 
the history of writing and 
printing. 

On Saturday, September 16, 
2023, Stewart gave a tour of 

the graves of the Tas and 
Semples in Spring Grove 
c e m e t e r y. At t h e a l t a r 
tombstone of Alphonso Ta, 
the history of Spring Grove 
was introduced and the Ta 
family history and genealogy 
were recounted; moving to the 
obelisk of David Sinton, which 
is the central monument for 
the Semple-Ta family group, 
the focus shied to their 
philanthropic and civic roles, 
culminating in the biography 
of Anna Louise Ta Semple, 
her late marriage to William T. 
Semple, and her lasting ties to 
the classics resulting in her 
endowment to UC Classics. 

A Hat Trick of Aegean Resources 
UC Classics is a center for the 
study of Aegean prehistory, 
beginning with Carl Blegen’s 
appointment in 1927 as 
p r o f e s s o r o f G r e e k 
archaeology. With the addition 
in the past year of the 
Aegaeum series and the PASP 
archive to Nestor, Cincinnati 
now has stewardship of three 
major research resources for 
Aegean studies. 

Aegaeum conferences and volumes 

Professor Robert Laffineur 
entrusts the Aegaeum series 
and the Aegean Conferences 
to Florence Gaignerot-
Driessen on behalf of UC 
Classics 
Photo courtesy of Jan Driessen 

At the conclusion of the 20th 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A e g e a n 
Conference, “HYDOR. Water 

Resources and Management in 
the Aegean Bronze Age,” on 
J u n e 1 2 - 1 6 , 2 0 2 4 , i n 
Amsterdam, Robert Laffineur, 
P r o f e s s o r E m e r i t u s o f 
Archaeology at the University 
of Liège and founder of the 
Aegaeum series, announced 
the transition of his Aegean 
work (the organization of the 
Aegean Conferences and the 
edition of the Aegaeum series) 
to UC Classics.  

PASP comes “home” 
By Jeffrey Kramer 

Letter from Blegen to Bennett, 
13 March 1960, on the 
publication of the Linear B 
tablets from Pylos 

UC Classics is the new home 
for the archives of the 
Program in Aegean Scripts 
an d Pre h i s tor y ( PA SP ) . 

Donated by omas Palaima, 
Professor Emeritus at the 
University of Texas at Austin, 
who had assembled the 
collection, the PASP archives 
were transferred in late July. 
ey contain the papers of the 
scholars who contributed to 
the decipherment and study of 
L i n e a r B — A l i c e Ko b e r, 
Michael Ventris, and Emmett 
Bennett, Jr. (PhD, 1947)—and 
of subsequent scholars of the 
Aegean scripts, including 
Elizabeth Barber, William 
Brice, Cynthia Shelmerdine, 
and Palaima himself. In 
addition, PASP houses an 
extensive collection of 1:1 
s c a l e p h o t o g r a p h s o f 
inscriptions, particularly those 
in the Linear A and the Linear 
B scripts, as well as thousands 
of rare offprints on scripts-
based subjects, along with the 
ar t c o l l e c t i on of Ni ko s 
Samartzidis, which is based on 
Linear B inscriptions. 

UC Classics, which Bennett 
had considered as a repository 
for his own papers nearly 40 
years ago, is a natural ft to 
house the PASP archives. In 
more recent years Palaima and 
Jack Davis (PhD 1977) began 
discussing a transfer, which 
was approved enthusiastically 
by the UC Classics faculty. e 

Stewart also edited a booklet, 
published in May 2024, 
pre s e nt i ng t h e l i ve s o f 
fourteen individuals critical to 
the history of UC Classics, 
beginning with John Miller 
Burnam (1864–1921) and 
concluding with Harold 
Gotoff (1936–2018). e 
booklet has contributions 
from Daniel Markovich , 
Kathleen Lynch, and Jacob 
Engstrom, with assistance 
from John Wallrodt, Amanda 
Stokes, and Jeffrey Kramer 
(PhD 2004). 

I thank Cinzia Presti and Haley 
Bertram for notes on events that 
I was unable to attend. 

move was executed by Garrett 
Bruner and Jeffrey Kramer 
(PhD 2004), the archivists, 
respectively, of the donating 
and receiving archives, with 
extensive support from the 
department. For many of the 
documents in the PASP 
archives, like the letter from 
Blegen to Bennett, the move to 
UC Classics is a journey home.  

PASP boxes after arrival in 
Blegen 320 
Photo courtesy of Jeffrey Kramer 

Nestor 
Nestor, the Bibliography of 
Ae g e a n P re h i s t o r y , w a s 
founded in 1957 by alumnus 
Emmett Bennett (PhD 1947) 
and came to UC Classics in 
Autumn 1995; it has thus been 
published by UC Classics for 
nearly three decades, with 
Carol Hershenson as editor 
since Fall 2000. Searches in the 
online Nestor database in AY 
2023-2024 (more than 41,500) 
surpassed even the pandemic 
spike of ca. 38,600 in AY 
2020-2021. 



  

 

 

 

	
 

 

 

 

 

 
	

	
	

 
	

 

U C O N K E ARawson Fellows 
e Marion Rawson Visiting Scholars Program 
provides the administrative apparatus for scholars 
in classics to share the intellectual resources of 
UC Classics, including access to our outstanding 
John Miller Burnam Classical Library. e 
program is named aer Marion Rawson 
(1899-1980), who, as an independent scholar, was 
integral to the excavations and publications by 
Carl Blegen at Prosymna, Troy, and Pylos. ree 
Rawson Scholars are currently resident in 
Cincinnati for at least part of the year; all have 
retired from other institutions but continue to 
pursue their programs of research. ey are 
familiar faces in the Blegen building and we are 
fortunate to beneft from their participation in 
and contributions to the UC Classics community. 

omas Carpenter, Distinguished Professor of 
Classics, Emeritus at Ohio University, was the frst 
Rawson Scholar in 2018, although he had begun spending weekends 
and holidays at UC Classics in 2008 when the library was still 
accessed on the third foor and Jacqueline “Jacquie” Riley (B.A. 
1972) was head librarian, accessing library resources through 
OhioLink. He has published extensively on Greek vase painting, 
especially the iconography of Dionysus. His recent research has 
included fnishing an article on 4th century BCE Red Figure pottery 
from Paestum. Carpenter is also investigating the history of the town 
in Massachusetts his family is from, which was founded in the 1630s; 
his next project in classics will be the inscriptions on the pottery from 
Paestum. Carpenter enthused about the cultural life in Cincinnati and 
“this extraordinary library”, concluding that “it’s just been a wonderful 
honor to be chosen as a scholar—invaluable for my research.” 

Jan Driessen, Emeritus Professor of Greek Archaeology of the 
Université Catholique de Louvain, still has three PhD students in 
Belgium, so he continues teaching and supervising. He currently has 

Alumni Updates 
Remembrances 
Robert (“Bob”) George Ousterhout (1950-2023) wrote his thesis on 
“e church of Santo Stefano : a ‘Jerusalem’ in Bologna” (M.A. 1977). 
He taught at the University of Oregon, the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign and the University of Pennsylvania, and was 
deeply involved with Dumbarton Oaks at which he served on the 
Board of Senior Fellows. Ousterhout was one of the foremost scholars 
of Byzantine architecture and art and is remembered for his kindness 
and mentorship of younger scholars. 

Gloria Ferrari Pinney (1941-2023) wrote her dissertation on archaic 
Attic red-fgure pottery (PhD 1976) under the supervision of Cedric 
Boulter (PhD 1939). She taught at Wilson College, Bryn Mawr 
College, the University of Chicago, and Harvard University. Although 
continuing to specialize in Greek vase painting, she also published on 
a wide range of other subjects, both art historical and philological. 
Her book Figures of Speech: Men and Maidens in Ancient Greece won 
the Wiseman Book Award from the Archaeological Institute of 
America in 2004. 

Tom Carpenter, Lynne Lancaster, and 
Jan Driessen, with Fergus 

two feld projects: directing the Bronze Age 
excavations at Sissi on Crete and co-directing the 
excavation of Pyla-Kokkinokremos on Cyprus; he 
also remains involved with the excavations at Malia 
and at Palaikastro. In his frst semester in Cincinnati 
(Spring 2024) Driessen fnished two books: a co-
edited conference publication on the absolute dating 
of the Aegean Bronze Age and a monograph on casts 
of the Lion Gate at Mycenae. Driessen continues to 
garner honors in his retirement: in May 2023 he was 
made Commander in the Order of the Crown, 
which is awarded for service to the Belgian state, 
especially in public employment. His next book 
project is an edited volume in the series Groupe de 
recherches en archéologie et anthropologie de 
Louvain (GRAAL), which seeks to introduce new 
perspectives into the study of the human past across 
scholarly disciplines. Driessen praised the Burnam 
library’s possession of “a lot of obscure things from 
Greek and German catalogues” that one wouldn’t 
fnd elsewhere, and said he is enjoying exploring the 

museums in Cincinnati. 

Lynne Lancaster, retired Professor in the Department of Classics and 
World Religions at Ohio University, moved permanently to 
Cincinnati in 2021, although she also had previously been visiting to 
use the library. She specializes in Roman construction and 
technology; her current book project concerns how society and 
technology interact in the Greek and Roman world, providing a 
chronologically arranged examination starting in the 8th century 
BCE. She has also been fnishing two articles: one on a large Roman 
bath building in Argos and the other on hanging stucco ceilings. 
Lancaster has participated extensively in the life of UC Classics, 
teaching a graduate seminar on Roman technology when Steven Ellis 
was on leave, sitting in on a seminar on Hadrian taught by Barbara 
Burrell, serving on several graduate committees, and participating in 
practice talks and mock interviews. She expressed appreciation for the 
social life of UC Classics, the intellectual community, and the depth of 
conversation. 

Jacqueline (“Jacquie”) W. Riley (1950-2023) was a student of UC 
Classics (B.A. 1972). She began work in the University of Cincinnati 
libraries shortly aer graduation, earning an MLS in 1976. As head of 
the John Miller Burnam Classical Library for a dozen years (2003– 
2015), she oversaw the move of the entrance and reading rooms from 
the third to the fourth foor of the building, and the arduous reversal 
of the stacks for entry from the opposite side. A remembrance in her 
honor was held in the reading room of the Burnam library in April 
2024, organized by her longtime colleague and friend, Michael 
Braunlin. 

Tenure 
• Kyle Helms (PhD 2016): St. Olaf College. 
• Emilia Oddo (PhD 2015): Tulane University. 

Grants 
• Natalie Abell (PhD 2014): Kress Fellowship through the American 

School of Classical Studies at Athens. 
• Sarah Wenner (PhD 2023): National Endowment for the 

Humanities Fellowship for four months at the American Center of 
Research in Amman, Jordan. 
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S E Q U O I A C L U BAlumnus Dan Levine is “The Best" 

Dan Levine (PhD 1980), Shari Stocker (PhD 2010), Kathleen 
Lynch, and Jack Davis (PhD 1977) in front of the University of 
Cincinnati Room in Loring Hall at the ASCSA 

Daniel Levine (PhD 1980) was honored with the 2024 Aristeia 
Award by the American School of Classical Studies at Athens, 
recognizing his years of involvement with and service to the ASCSA 
at all levels. “Aristeia” is the Classical Greek word for “best”; the 
award honors “support for the ASCSA’s mission in teaching, research, 
archaeological exploration, and/or publication.” Levine’s involvement 
with the ASCSA began as an undergraduate Summer Session 
participant in 1974; he was a regular member while a graduate 
student at UC Classics in 1978-1979 (together with Julie Bentz, PhD 
1982), led summer sessions in 1987, 1995, 2006, and 2018, directed a 
summer seminar on “anatopsis: Greek funerary practices through 
the ages” in 2022—thus participating in six summer programs in six 
decades—spent two sabbatical semesters at ASCSA in 2006 and 2018, 
and served as president of the ASCSA Alumni/ae Association from 
2013-2016. He fnds that his identity as a UC Classics alumnus 

Positions 
• Cecilia Cozzi (PhD 2023): Visiting Assistant Professor at 

the University of Kansas. 
• Allison Emmerson (PhD 2013): Interim Mellon Humanities 

Professor at the American Academy in Rome. 
• Duccio Guasti (PhD 2023): Research Foundation Flanders (DWO) 

postdoctoral scholarship at the University of Ghent. 
• Alexandros Lasidis (PhD 2018): Fonds de la Recherche 

Scientifque (FNRS) postdoctoral fellowship at the Universite Libre 
de Bruxelles. 

• Andrew Lund (PhD 2023): Visiting Assistant Professor at Tulane 
University. 

• Emilia Oddo (PhD 2015) and Bea Peruzzi (PhD 2016): Summer 
Seminar leaders, “e Aegean Islands through the Ages,” American 
School of Classical Studies at Athens. 

• Allie Pohler (PhD 2024): Teaching Assistant Professor 
and Coordinator of Classical Studies, Kansas State University. 

• Allison Sterrett-Krause (PhD 2012): Director of the 
Interdisciplinary Program in Archaeology at the College of 
Charleston. 

• Ehymia Tsiolaki (PhD 2022): Postdoctoral Fellow, University of 
Toronto. 

enhances his stays at the ASCSA, since “there are always UC Classics 
members (students and faculty)” with whom he fnds an immediate 
bond. 

Levine shared fond memories of his graduate student days at UC 
Classics, including weekly volleyball matches with fellow graduate 
students at Schmidlapp gym (remodeled in 1995 into the Dieterle 
Vocal Arts Center). It meant a lot to him that three faculty members 
invited students to their houses: Carl Trahman (PhD 1942) at the 
conclusion of his Cicero seminar, Gerald Cadogan, and his own 
supervisor Bernard Fenik; the social and intellectual interaction in 
UC Classics stands out in his memories. He credits Fenik with 
guiding him from a research idea through a working methodology to 
a completed dissertation; Levine remembers Fenik as “a great guide” 
to whom he did not want to give anything substandard. Levine’s 
advice to current graduate students is “do exactly what your advisor 
tells you to do and do it right away!” 

Levine was one of fve UC Classics students to defend their 
dissertations in 1980: Christopher Frost, Anne Leen, himself, 
Victoria Pedrick, and Brent Sinclair. All of them got academic jobs 
for the following year, three tenure-track. Levine’s was at the 
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, where he has spent his career; 
he is retiring at the end of AY 2024-2025. He has won numerous local 
and national awards for teaching and mentorship, including the 1992 
Excellence in the Teaching of the Classics Award from the American 
Philological Association. Levine has returned to UC Classics twice to 
deliver lectures: in 1992 invited by the Graduate Student Association, 
“e Myth of the Cave Man: Polyphemos and Philoctetes” 
(subsequently published as “Sophocles’ Philoctetes and Odyssey 9: 
Odysseus vs. the Cave Man,” Scholia: Studies in Classical Antiquity 12 
(2003) 3-26), and in 2015 to deliver a lecture in memoriam Getzel M. 
Cohen, “e Alexandrian Library as ‘Temple Repository’: e Letter 
of Aristeas and Near Eastern Text Deposits”  

• Angelica Wisenbarger (PhD 2021): Pineapple Cove Classical 
Academy at Palm Bay, Florida. 

Honors 
• Julie Bentz (PhD 1982): Alumni Council Representative, 

American School of Classical Studies at Athens. 
• Eugenia Gorogianni (PhD 2008): University of Akron Teacher of 

the Year. 
• Kathleen Kidder (PhD 2018): Mary White Prize for Best Article in 

the journal Phoenix for 2021. 
• Daniel Levine (PhD 1980): Aristeia Award from the American 

School of Classical Studies at Athens. 
• Emilia Oddo (PhD 2015): e Newcomb Institute's Mortar Board 

Teaching Award. 
• Allie Pohler (PhD 2024): Best Pre-PhD Paper Award from the 

Women’s Classical Caucus at the Classical Association of the 
Middle West and South. 

• John Younger (PhD 1972) was interviewed as an expert on Aegean 
seals in the PBS documentary “e Return of Odysseus” about the 
tholos tomb on Kephallenia. 
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U C O N K E AStudent Engagement: An Active Year for the UC Classics Club 
A Night in ‘Athens’ 
In March 2024 the UC Classics Club presented a production of 
Plautus’ only mythological comedy, Amphitruo. e plot concerns 
the conception and birth of Hercules, the cuckolding of his mortal 
father, the eponymous Amphitruo, by Jupiter assisted by Mercury, 
and the deception of Amphitruo’s wife, Alcumena, to whom Jupiter 
appears disguised as her husband. An original translation was 
provided by Caitlin Hines and Allie Pohler (PhD 2024) and live, 
original music by Amanda Stokes, Hunter Torosian, and Luke 
Norberg. e producers were Matt Wabler and Michael Shobe, and 
Anna Conser directed as faculty advisor. e stage manager and 
production assistant were Meara Couvillon and Zoe Moore, 
respectively, and Sarina Duncan prepared the poster and program 
art. 

e cast engaged members of the UC Classics community of all 
ages: undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty:  
Mercury: Alessandro Bataglia. 
Sosia, enslaved to Amphitruo: Marion Kruse 
Alcumena: Alyssa Hoffman. 
Amphitruo: Patrick Comunale. 
Jupiter: Jaimee Booth. 
Bromia, maid of Alcumena: Katheleen Lynch. 
A rollicking good time was had by all! 

Top. The cast takes a bow: Meara Couvillon,  Jaimee Booth, 
Marion Kruse, Patrick Comunale, Alyssa Hoffman, Kathleen 
Lynch, and Alessandro Bataglia. 

Bottom left. Caitlin Hines introduces the play 

Bottom right. The band: Hunter Torosian, Luke Norberg, and 
Amanda Stokes 
Photographs courtesy of Allie Pohler 

Symposi-OFF 
In September 2023 the UC Classics Club sponsored a Symposi-OFF: 
Riffing on the philosophical discussions that might take place at an 
ancient Greek symposion, fve competitors presented their current 
research in three minutes in a humorous vein; Matt Wabler presided, 
and Leslie Monohollen wielded the timer. Callaghan Todhunter won 
the prize of an olive branch by vote of the audience for her examination 
of the setting of the story about the future emperor Tiberius testing the 
accuracy of astrologers by having them killed if they failed to predict 
their own danger, concluding that the steep cliff-side approach better 
describes Tiberius’ villa on Capri than any known villa on Rhodes, the 
ostensible site of the story. 

Contestants Alessandro Battaglia, Ted Boivin, Austin Hattori, emcee 
Matt Waller, Marion Kruse, and Callie Todhunter 
Homerathon 
e UC Classics Club held their annual Homerathon in April 2024. In a 
addition to the traditional reading of the Iliad, beginning from the death 
of Patroclus, the evening included a performance by Joe Goodkin of 
“e Blues of Achilles,” a set of original songs that tell the story of the 
Iliad accompanied by acoustic guitar. 

Centennial and Semple Scholar Colloquia 
Undergraduate Semple and Centennial Scholars presented their 
research at three colloquia in AY 2023-2024. ey were coached in 
academic writing and speaking by graduate student mentors. e 
speakers and their subjects were:  
• Lesley Monhollen, “Bronze Statues from Nuragic Sardinia: eir 

Use, Context, and Role in the Iron Age.” 
• Peter Hattemer, “Historic Rap Battles of Epic: e making of a 

winner in eocritus and Vergil’s bucolic contests.” 
• Michael Shobe, “Xenophontic Plato or Platonic Xenophon: 

Exploring Intertextuality and Chronology in Two Socratic 
Symposia.” 

• Hunter Torosian, “CTP-ISW: Classics and U.S. Intelligence.” 
• Wali Khan, “Claw of Archimedes: Myth or Fact?” 
• Sophie Boer, “Augustan Masculinity in Vergil’s Aeneid.” 
• Sarina Duncan, “e Wine-Dark Sea: Sea monsters in Greek 

mythology” 
• Justin Dooley, “Dilution of Divinity: Lucian of Samosata on the 

Imperial Cult.” 
• Matt Wabler, “arros: e Collapse of a City rough Its Coins.” 
• Amanda Stokes, “Bronze Age Body Builders: Depictions of the 

Body in the Late Bronze Age Aegean.” 
• Celia Jansen, “Conquering Causes: e Appropriation of Antiquity 

in the White Power Movement.” 8 



  

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

S E Q U O I A C L U BSemple Scholars Scrapbook 
Semple Scholarships fund the travel of UC Classics undergraduate 
students in Classical lands to study and participate in research 
projects. Four students who received Semple Scholarships in 2023-24 
shared their reports on their experiences in Italy and Greece. 

Leslie Monhollen is a Semple Scholarship veteran. In the summer of 
2022 she attended the Roman Pottery School in Lugnano, Italy for 
four weeks, where she studied Roman artifacts frsthand, learning 
valuable skills in research and teamwork. For the last two summers, 
she has participated in excavation and analysis at UC’s archaeological 
site at arros, Sardinia, directed by Steven Ellis. In the spring of 
2024 she spent “an unforgettable semester in Rome” at the 
Intercollegiate Center for Classical Studies. She reports that 
“immersing myself in site visits, academic courses, and hands-on 
experiences in the heart of the ancient world solidifed my decision to 
pursue archaeology at the graduate level.” 

Cooper Buchholz also traveled to Italy with a Semple Scholarship in 
the summer of 2024, to the Poggio Civitate Archaeological Field 
School near Murlo, Italy in Tuscany. ere he learned about 
excavation and conservation, as well as about that Etruscan 
settlement, which was occupied from about 800 to 600 BCE. He 
reports that “a full profle of an archaic Etruscan pot” was one of the 
most interesting fnds from his trench. On weekends he was able to 
explore other cities, including Rome “in order to see more of the 
things I learned about in lectures in Roman Art and Archaeology.” 

Semple Scholars in Italy 
Left: Leslie Monhollen at Pompeii. 
Right: Cooper Buchholz in his trench. 
Photographs courtesy of Leslie Monhollen and Cooper Buchholz 

Garrison Cheatheam and Justin Dooley both participated in the 
Kea Archaeological Research Survey (KARS) during the summer of 
2024. Directed by UC Classics alumnae Joanne Murphy (PhD 2003), 
Shannon LaFayette Hogue (PhD 2011), and Natalie Abell (PhD 
2014), the program started with a week touring sites and museums in 

Semple Scholars visiting Mycenae 
Left: Garrison Cheatheam at the Lion Gate. 
Right: Justin Dooley at the rear entrance 
Photographs courtesy of Garrison Cheatheam and James Dooley 

Attica and the Argolid: Athens, Corinth, Mycenae, Tiryns, Nemea, 
and Argos. en they went to the island of Kea, where they got 
hands-on experience studying sherds from the survey, ranging 
chronologically from Bronze Age Cycladic to Post-Medieval 
Venetian, and working with the database of that material. Cheatheam 
said that he could not recommend “this incredible program enough 
to those wishing to sample archaeological feld work,” and Dooley 
reports that he hopes to “replicate the experience next year.” All the 
Semple Scholars expressed their gratitude for the “life-changing 
opportunities” that their scholarships provided, as Monhollen 
expressed it. 

UC Classics in the KARS team 2024 on Kea, Greece 
Justin Dooley, Shannon LaFayette Hogue (PhD 2011),  Joanne 
Murphy (PhD 2003), Natalie Abell (PhD 2014), Garrison 
Cheatheam 
Photograph courtesy of Justin Dooley 
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U C O N K E AStudent Commendations 
Publications: 
Belza, Anna. 2023. “Between Crete and the Mainland: From the 

Neopalatial to the Mycenaean Cyclades,” in Sympozjum Egejskie: 
Papers in Aegean Archaeology 4, ed. S. Aulsebrook, K. Żebrowska, A. 
Ulanowska, and K. Lewartowski, Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols 
Publishers, pp. 119–132. https://doi.org/10.1484/M.WSA-EB.5.136585 

Bendle, Christopher. 2024. e Office of "Magister Militum" in the 4th 
Century CE: A Study into the Impact of Political and Military 
Leadership on the Later Roman Empire. Studies in Ancient 
Monarchies, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag. https://www.steiner-
verlag.de/en/e-Office-of-Magister-Militum-in-the-4th-Century-CE/ 
9783515136211 

Biren, Logan M. 2023. “John VI Kantakouzenos’ Use of ucydidean 
Paradigms and Passages in His Plague Description,” Post Augustum 7. 
https://www.postaugustum.com/journal/john-vi-kantakouzenos-use-
of-thucydidean-paradigms-and-passages-in-his-plague-description-
p-1-8/ 

Dimoglidis, Vasileios. 2022. “e Latin Translations of the Prooemium 
(ll.1-18) of Aratus’ Phaenomena. Reception and Interpretation,” 
Ariadne 28: 41–56. https://ejournals.lib.uoc.gr/Ariadne/article/view/ 
1667/1557 

Sturge, Charles and Tiziano Fantuzzi, 2024. “Mining the Labyrinth: 
Prospects and Pitfalls of Synthetic Research on the Knossian Ceramic 
Sequence,” in Chronos: Stratigraphic Analysis, Pottery Seriation and 
Radiocarbon Dating in Mediterranean Chronology, Jan Driessen and 
Tiziano Fantuzzi, eds. Aegis: actes de colloques 26, Louvain-la-Neuve: 
Presses universitaires de Louvain, pp. 255–276. 

Honors: 
Congratulations to UC Classics graduates in AY 2023-24! 
• BA: Grace DeZarn (Classics), Ronja Frigard (Classical Civilization 

minor), Peter Hattemer (Classics), and Matt Wabler (Classical 
Civilization). 

• MA: Vasileios Dimoglidis, Michelle Lessard, Kelsey Anne Frable 
Schalo, and Christine Weber. 

• PhD: 
• Maura Brennan, “A Re-Evaluation of 4th Century Attic Vase 

Painting.” 
• Allie Pohler, “Terence’s Offstage Virgo: e (De)construction of a 

Stock Character.” 
• Tizianno Boggio, “Eloquence and Constitutional Change in 

Cicero.” 

Congratulations to the winners of UC Classics 2024 Undergraduate 
prizes! 
• Sarina Duncan, Junior Latin Prize. 
• John Pachuk, Junior Greek Prize. 
• Celia Jansen, Senior Latin Prize. 
• Peter Hattemer, Advanced Latin and Greek Prizes (taking graduate 

level courses) and Capstone Prize. 
• Matthew Wabler, Classical Civilization Prize. 
• Amanda Stokes, Creative Project Prize. 

Allie Pohler received the Graduate Student Grant Award for the 
Advancement of Inclusion in Academia, which recognizes “outstanding 
contributions that the graduate student has made toward promoting the 
principles of innovation, inclusion, and impact within their feld of study, 
their departments, and/or their campus community.” 

Vasileios Dimoglidis has won a Graduate Student Grant from the 
Gerondelis Foundation for 2024, which is awarded competitively to 
Greek nationals who are studying at the graduate level in US institutions. 

Positions: 
• Haley Bertram: Resident Instructor at the Intercollegiate Center for 

Classical Studies in Rome (the Centro). 
• Alice Crowe: Assistant Professor in the Department of Classics at 

Florida State University (to start AY 2025-2026). 
• Brendan Landell: Franciscan University in Steubenville, Ohio. 

Conferences: 
UC Classics students presented papers at the Classical Association of 
the Middle West and South, Southern Section in Greensboro, NC on 
November 2–4, 2023: 
• Vasileios Dimoglidis, “Discussing the ‘Other’ in Roman tragedy: 

ethnography and anxiety in Seneca’s Phaedra.” 
• Allie Pohler, “Disperii, perii, misera! Listening to Antiphila in 

Terence’s Heautontimorumenos.” 
• Alex Reese, “Dining, Foodways, and Meat Consumption in Juvenal 5 

and the Cena Trimalchionis.” 
• Luiza dos Santos Souza, “Telesicrates would be a great groom: 

marriage imagery as structural element in Pindar, Pythian 9.” 

UC Classics students presented papers at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Society of Overseas Research in Chicago on November 15– 
18, 2023: 
• Jacob M. Engstrom, “‘e Royal Bridge’: Carl Blegen and the 

Hellenization of Troy in the Interwar Aegean.” 
• Caroline Barnes and Graham Braun, “Considerations for Digital Data 

Collection, Processing, and Visualization Methods for Architectural 
Features at Late Bronze Age Kalavasos Ayios Dhimitrios.” 

Another outstanding group of UC Classics students presented papers at 
the 2024 Annual Meeting of the American Institute of Archaeology 
and Society for Classical Studies in Chicago on January 4–7, 2024: 
• Tiziano Boggio, “Mea Vox Occidit: Voice and Silence in Cicero's 

Letters from Exile.” 
• Ted Boivin, “Destabilizing Communication in Tacitus: ‘Loaded’ 

Alternatives in Historiae 1.” 
• Austin Hattori, “Ptolemaic Propaganda, the Chepel Papyrus, and the 

Artists of Dionysus.” 
• Sydney Kennedy, “A Conficted Chorus: Sophocles’ Philoctetes and the 

Tensions of Societal Reintegration of the Disabled.” 
• Michelle Lessard, “Conveying Authority and Authenticity through 

Experiment in the Hippocratic Corpus.” 
• Allie Pohler, “Mihi plurumum credo: Alcmena’s Resistance to 

Psychological Manipulation in Plautus’ Amphitruo.” 
• Cinzia Presti, “Always Symbolic? A Reevaluation of Tarquinian False 

Doors in Context.” 
• Luiza dos Santos Souza, “Elegist on the Verge of a Wreck: Movement 

Metaphors in the Tristia and a Poetic Career in Review.” 
• Tianqi Zhu, “When Sports Meet Spectacles: Festival Cultures in 

Roman Asia Minor.” 

UC Classics is represented by a strong group of students at the American 
School of Classical Studies at Athens this year: 
• Anna Belza: AIA Harriet and Leon Pomerance Fellowship 
• Graham Braun: Emily Townsend Vermeule Fellowship 
• Jacob M. Engstrom: Heinrich Schliemann Fellowship 
• Giulia Paglione 
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U C O N K E AOn the Bookshelf 
Recent books from and to UC Classics faculty, alumni, and affiliates 

Christopher Bendle. 2024. e Office of "Magister 
Militum" in the 4th Century CE: A Study into the Impact 
of Political and Military Leadership on the Later Roman 
Empire. Studies in Ancient Monarchies, Stuttgart: Franz 
Steiner Verlag. https://www.steiner-verlag.de/en/e-
Office-of-Magister-Militum-in-the-4th-Century-CE/ 
9783515136211 is monograph investigates changes in 
the role of the magister militum, the highest-ranking 

officer in the Late Roman army, during the second half of the 4th 
century CE, employing prosopographical methods and the analytical 
framework of social network analysis. 

Barbara Burrell, ed. 2024. A Companion to the 
Archaeology of the Roman Empire . Blackwell 
Companions to the Ancient World. Hoboken, NJ: John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc. e frst volume of this 2-volume 
work discusses unifying empire-wide institutions and 
processes; the second presents the local material culture 
of almost every province in the empire, beginning with 
the city of Rome itself. It includes chapters by Jody M. 

Gordon (PhD 2012), David R. Hernandez (PhD 2010), Lynne C. 
Lancaster (Rawson Fellow), Daniel Osland (PhD 2011), and Sarah 
Wenner (PhD 2023). 

Jack L. Davis (PhD 1977). 2023. Ένα ελληνικό κράτος 
υπό διαμόρφωση: οι απαρχές της μυκηναϊκής Πύλου. 
Heraklion: University of Crete Press. (With contributions 
by Sharon R. Stocker (PhD 2010)). is translation by 
Evphrosyne Margeli brings to Greek readers Davis’s 
Sather Lectures on Late Bronze Age Greek state 
formation during the early Mycenaean period, which are 
based on his and Stocker’s excavations of the grave of the 
Griffin Warrior and two tholoi at Pylos, through the lens of his career-
long interest in longterm change across extensive landscapes. 

Leslie Preston Day (PhD 1972) and Maria A. Liston. 
2023. Kavousi IV: e Early Iron Age Cemeteries at 
Vronda. Prehistory Monographs 71, Philadelphia: 
INSTAP Academic Press. is publishes the excavations 
of two cemeteries at Vronda, Kavousi in Crete, dating 
from Subminoan to Protogeometric (tholos tombs) and 
Late Geometric to Late Orientalizing (cremation 

burials). In addition to detailed publication of the graves and their 
contents—human remains, faunal and botanical remains, pottery, and 
other objects—this two-volume set offers discussions of the cremation 
process, the burial customs, and history and society of the cemeteries. 

Joachim Bretschneider, Athanasia Kanta, and Jan 
Driessen. 2023. Excavations at Pyla-Kokkinokremos. 
Report on the 2014-2019 Campaigns. Aegis: rapports de 
fouilles 24, Louvain-la-Neuve: Presses universitaires de 
Louvain. is volume presents a detailed preliminary 
report on the frst six seasons of excavations at Pyla-
Kokkinokremos, a short-lived settlement on Larnaka Bay 
in southeastern Cyprus, dated to the 'Crisis Years' of the Eastern 
Mediterranean (ca. 1200 BCE), with ethnically mixed material culture 
that included Mycenaean, Minoan, Sardinian, Hittite, Levantine, and 
Egyptian imports. It includes contributions by Florence Gaignerot-
Driessen. 

Jan Driessen and Tiziano Fantuzzi, eds. 2024. Chronos: 
Stratigraphic Analysis, Pottery Seriation and Radiocarbon 
Dating in Mediterranean Chronology. Aegis: actes de 
colloques 26, Louvain-la-Neuve: Presses universitaires de 
Louvain. is conference publication employs new 
insights and methods (especially Correspondence 
Analysis) to address the discrepancy between dates for the 

LM IA volcanic eruption on Santorini based archaeo-historical 
methodologies and those based on radiocarbon calibrations. It includes 
an article co-authored by Charles Sturge. 

Steven J. R. Ellis, Allison L. C. Emmerson (PhD 2013), and 
Kevin D. Dicus. 2023. e Porta Stabia Neighborhood at 
Pompeii. Volume 1: Structure, Stratigraphy, and Space. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. is volume, the frst of 
four, describes and documents the phased, structural 
development over several centuries of this two-block area 
containing modest houses, shops, workshops, food and 

drink outlets, and hospitality buildings. It focuses on the social and 
structural making of the Porta Stabia neighborhood, with attention to the 
micro- and macro-contextualization of the site. 

Kathleen Kidder (PhD 2018). 2023. Criteria of Truth and 
Falsehood in Hellenistic Poetry. Hellenic Studies Series 100, 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. Kidder 
addresses the fundamental question of distinguishing truth 
from falsehood through a study of fve Hellenistic poems 
dated to the third and second centuries BCE: Aratus’s 
Phaenomena, Nicander’s eriaca, Callimachus’s Aetia, 
Apollonius of Rhodes’s Argonautica, and Lycophron’s Alexandra. 

Anthony Kaldellis and Marion Kruse 2023. e Field 
Armies of the East Roman Empire, 361–630. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. On the basis of a reevaluation 
of all the available narrative, legal, papyrological, and 
epigraphic evidence, the authors demonstrate that the 
system of administrative organization presented in the 
Notitia dignitatum document is much more limited in 

chronological scope than usually thought; this engenders a new history 
of the leadership, organization, and disposition of the feld armies of the 
eastern Roman empire between Julian (361–363 CE) and Herakleios 
(610–641 CE). 

Lynne A. Kvapil (PhD 2012) and Kim Shelton, eds. 2024. 
Brill’s Companion to Warfare in the Bronze Age Aegean. 
Leiden and Boston: Brill. is volume examines the nature 
of warfare in the prehistoric Aegean through reviews of the 
evidence and consideration of the social and cultural place 
of war. It includes chapters by Natalie Abell (PhD 2014) 
and Shannon LaFayette Hogue (PhD 2011). 

Emilia Oddo (PhD 2015) and Konstantinos Chalikias, eds. 
2023. South by Southeast: e History and Archaeology of 
Southeast Crete from Myrtos to Kato Zakros. Archaeopress 
Archaeology. Oxford: Archaeopress Publishing Ltd. e 
contributions in this volume diachronically explore the 
archaeology of southeastern Crete, including both coastal 
settlements and upland regions. 
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U C O N K E A
Department of Classics 
University of Cincinnati 
PO Box 210226 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-0226 

Follow UC Classics on Social Media! 
Facebook: University of Cincinnati Classics at https:// 
www.facebook.com/Classics.UC/ 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/classicsuc/ 

Faculty News in Brief 
e excavations of Steven Ellis were featured in “Pompeii: e 
Exhibition” at the Cincinnati Museum Center from February through 
July 2024. On video, Ellis talked about his excavation of two city blocks 
in the Porta Stabia neighborhood of Pompeii, in which he and a team 
from UC Classics explored not only the city at the moment of its 
destruction by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 CE, but also the 
earlier history of that neighborhood, which consisted of retail shops and 
entertainment spaces that had supplanted pottery, tanning, and fsh-
processing workshops. Based on close analysis of food remains, Ellis was 
able to contrast the offerings of two neighboring restaurants within the 
working-class district, one of which prepared a very local “sea-to-table” 
menu—even the specifc areas of the nearby Bay of Naples from which 
their seafoods were harvested could be identifed—while the other 
served more expensive cuisine with spices and favorings imported from 
around the ancient world. Ellis’s video was a special addition to the 
Cincinnati showing of this traveling exhibition. 

Kathleen Lynch was elected a Fellow of e Graduate College of the 
University of Cincinnati in January 2024. e Fellows of the Graduate 
College are distinguished for their research, scholarship, and mentorship 
of graduate students; in addition to being honored, Fellows also serve in 
an advisory role about graduate education and research. Lynch was one 
of nine new Fellows elected in AY 2023-2024; she joins Jack Davis and 
Katherine Gutzwiller from UC Classics as Fellows of the Graduate 
College. 

Outstanding honors continue to accrue to Jack Davis (PhD 1977) for his 
celebrated career. In Spring 2024 the University of Cincinnati named 

Keep in Touch! 
Please help us update our alumni fles and let your 
friends know what you have been up to. Visit 
www.artsci.uc.edu/alumni to share your  news 
online. The information you provide will be used in 
future publications. You can also update your 
contact information, nominate a distinguished alum 
for recognition or make a gift to the department. 

him Distinguished Research Professor (Arts, Humanities, and Social 
Sciences). In April 2024, he was elected to the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, whose mission is to “honor excellence and convene 
leaders from every feld of human endeavor to examine new ideas, 
address issues of importance to the nation and the world, and work 
together ‘to cultivate every art and science which may tend to advance 
the interest, honor, dignity, and happiness of a free, independent, and 
virtuous people.’” Daniel Markovich, Kathleen Lynch, Florence 
Gaignerot-Driessen, and Provost Valerio Ferme accompanied Davis to 
Boston for his induction in September 2024. 

Jack Davis Named Distinguished Research Professor (AHSS) 
Photograph courtesy of Kathleen Lynch 
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