Classics Professor Made Honorary Citizen of Nestor

Jack Davis was made an honorary citizen of the Municipality of Nestor because of his archaeological research

on the Palace of Nestor. By Ryan Varney

You were made an honorary citizen for your invaluable
archaeological contributions to the area, specifically the
Palace of Nestor. How did this honor come about?

I was made an honorary citizen of the Municipality of Nestor,
which includes the modern city of Pylos, as well as the town
of Hora, nearer to which the Palace of Nestor is located. The
initiative to grant me citizenship was the idea of successive
mayors of Hora, most recently Dr. Panayiotis Petropoulos, as
well as that of Mrs. Evyenia
Kokkevi, also of Hora.

My work is highly
collaborative and involves
many colleagues who are
based at dozens of universities.
I accept the honor on their
behalf, as well as myself. But
also very important is the
critical role that my wife,
Sharon Stocker, has played—as
I mention later.

What are some of your
contributions?

I have been involved in the
organization of archaeological
projects in the area of Pylos
since 1990. The projects build
on foundations laid by Carl W.
Blegen, for whom my chair at
UC is named. In 1939 Blegen
discovered the best preserved
palace of the Mycenaean
civilization, an extensive
complex destroyed circa 1200
that he called the Palace of
Nestor. In the ruins were
about 1,000 accidently baked
clay tablets with the incised

It has been clear since the 1950s that the king who ruled from his
throne at the Palace of Nestor controlled a vast territory that was
divided into more than twenty districts with capital towns and
numerous small settlements.

The purpose of our first project in Pylos, in the earlier 1990s,
was to explore parts of the landscape around the palace, within
which these other settlements were located. Our goal was to
document their history: When had they been occupied and how
big were they?

Since the later 1990s I have participated in a second project,
currently directed by my wife, also of the University of Cincinnati,
to publish finds excavated by Blegen but never published. This
work has resulted in the discovery of many new things, including

Jack Davis and his wife, Sharon Stocker, study unpublished finds
texts written in a script called ~ from Carl Blegen’s excavations.
“Linear B” Blegen’s finds made

possible the decipherment of that script, which we know was
employed to represent an early form of the Greek language.

evidence for animal sacrifice of the sort described by Homer in
the “Iliad” and “Odyssey;” as well as new wall-paintings, including
the first representations of a fleet of Mycenaean ships.

Do you plan on doing more research in the area or are you
pursuing different projects in the future?

Sharon and I are currently collaborating with the Greek
Archaeological Service to improve the presentation to tourists
of the archaeological site. With support of the Semple Fund of
the Department of Classics
at UC, we have been able
to prepare the architectural
plans for a new roof to be
placed over the site, as well
as elevated walkways that
will lead visitors through
the remains of the Palace
of Nestor. We are also in
the process of purchasing
unexcavated land in the
area and hope to renew
excavations in several years.

What'’s the most
surprising thing you've
found while doing your
archaeological research?

Probably the biggest
surprise was discovering
that there was so much to be
learned from re-examining
finds from Blegen’s own
excavations. Many of our
finds are changing the way
that we think about some
aspects of prehistoric Greek
culture.

Another enormous surprise,
and one for which I was in
part recognized this past
summer, was the realization
that it is possible to restore so much of the more recent past—
once believed lost—to the current residents of the area. My
colleagues and I have published extensively about the history
and economic geography of Pylos in the 17th and 18th century
A.D., when Greece was part of the Ottoman Empire. We have
succeeded in doing so by mining previously unused documents
in Istanbul and Venice.

How will this honor impact the rest of your career?

The citizens of the area of Pylos have always been kind to me
and to others on my team. The name of UC is well-known and
highly regarded there, since we have been a part of the lives of
locals since 1939. I am extremely honored to receive honorary
citizenship in the Municipality of Nestor, a place that has become
my second home. I hope to continue to serve the community
there as well as UC for many years to come.
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Gisela Walberg Retires s, cin s

- It is a humbling honor to
. be presenting the academic
S achievements of Gisela Walberg,
Marion Rawson Professor of Aegean
Prehistory at UC Department of
Classics.

A graduate of the University of
Stockholm, with a 1977 PhD from
the University of Uppsala, and
subsequently an assistant professor
at the same university, Gisela
Walberg arrived at Cincinnati in
Sept. 1979.

Gisela Walberg

She came here for the same reason I did: UC Classics is a world-
class department in archaeology and classics, but THE leading
department for Aegean Prehistory in the US and internationally,
a legacy and resources that started with Carl Blegen and Louise
Taft Semple.

Professor Walberg became associate professor at UC in 1982,
full professor in 1983, and Marion Rawson Professor of Aegean
Prehistory in 1984.

During this period she has taught no less than 37 different

undergraduate and graduate courses & seminars; has been Chair of
14 completed PhD dissertations (a quarter of all dissertations in the
department since her first one); co-chair and member of three PhD

dissertation committees; main advisor for eight completed MA
dissertations; and co-chair for three.

A prolific author of 10 monographs (twice as much as anyone else
in living memory - only Blegen did better), 83 articles, in addition
to book reviews, encyclopedic entries, and an award winning video,
Professor Walberg has participated in numerous archaeological
projects in Greece, Italy, and Cypurs, and has directed two
excavation projects: Midea in Greece between 1985-2001, and
currently Episkopi-Bamboula on Cyprus since 2001.

Since her student years she has received numerous and prestigious
national and international awards, fellowships, and grants,
highlight those from the Swedish National Endowment, the
Alexander von Humboldst, the National Geographic, the Institute
for Aegean Prehistory.

But numbers cannot speak for words. Described by McMicken
College of Art and Sciences in 2006 as a ‘most inspiring faculty
member; I can only say as a colleague and fellow Aegean
Prehistorian that Gisela is far more than that: a kind and generous
colleague, an inspiring researcher and teacher, who has set the bar
high for her younger colleagues in classics.

We wish you well as you are entering this new productive and
exiting phase, focusing on research and the publication of your
current archaeological fieldwork projects, which (I know) you are
so much looking forward to.

Gisela, wholeheartedly thank you for everything.
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Mosaics Provide Missing Pieces to Popular Ancient Plays

By Kim Burdett

Classics Professor Kathryn Gutzwiller conducted research on
recently discovered mosaics depicting lost scenes from four
Greek plays popular in Roman antiquity. Her findings revealed
previously unknown scenes by Menander, an Athenian comic
poet from fourth century BC whose popularity in the Roman
empire was only exceeded by Homer.

“Menander, although extremely famous in antiquity, is not so
well known in
the modern
world. I would
characterize

him as the
inventor or most
popular writer

of the romantic
comedy;,”
Gutzwiller says.
“The unfortunate
thing about

him though is
that over the
centuries, his
manuscripts

lost. However,
throughout the 20th century, a number of Menander’s plays were
recovered from papyri in Egypt”

Papyri—thick paper-like materials on which texts were written
—are just one medium for preserving information about ancient
times. Paintings, mosaics, and small-scale replicas also help
reconstruct the plots of Menander’s plays .

When Omer Celik, a staff archaeologist at the Hatay
Archaeological Museum in Antakya, Turkey, discovered four
mosaics during an expedition, he asked friend and University of
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Left: Professor Kathryn Gutzwiller; Right: A mosaic found in modern day Turkey represents
were completely  Menander’s poem ‘Perikeiromene’ (‘Girl Whose Hair is Shorn’).

Cincinnati geography graduate student Ezgi Akpinar-Ferrand
to help identify their subjects. She immediately contacted the

Department of Classics, knowing Gutzwiller’s background in

ancient literature.

“The new material gives us significant information,” Gutzwiller
says. “Of the four scenes depicted, three of them are from plays
that are more or less completely lost. One is from a play that has
been substantially
recovered, but
not the scene
represented in the
mosaic”

The mosaics,
which were found
in ancient Antioch
and date to the
third century AD,
represent scenes
in “Women at
Lunch,” “Girl
Whose Hair is
Shorn,” “Sisters
Who Love
Brothers” and
“Possessed Girl”

“The importance of these mosaics is two-fold. One, they help
us to reconstruct each of the four plays. Two, they illuminate

significantly the tradition of illustrating Menander and reveal
variations in the illustrations of the plays”

Akpinar-Ferrand adds, “The findings are further valuable to
gather more information about mosaics done in and around the
city of Antioch during the Roman period”
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From the Head

It has been a good year. We were
successful in hiring a replacement

for William Johnson (at Duke since
2009) in philology (see faculty news).
We advertised two more positions, in
philology (to replace Harry Gotoff, who
retired in 2010) and ancient history (to
replace Mike Sage, who also retired in
2010). The Classics Library is in the
process of shifting a quarter million
books to fill the new library space.

The renovation of the old library

space on the third floor of Blegen is

in full swing. The storage area for archaeology is ready to roll, as
is the editorial office of the Bulletin of the American Society of
Papyrologists, which I edit. Two larger meeting spaces will require
substantial construction, for which the funds are coming in (but
we'll need more if we are to put furniture in them). The dean and
the provost agreed to renovate our lecture and teaching spaces in
Blegen, and the graduate student study area will also get a clean-
up. There goes $250,000; we'll need another $100,000.

Peter van Minnen

All of this may sound as if I am one of those administrators who can
only build (at great cost) to leave their mark on an institution. There
is a little more to it. Higher education in America is going through
the throes of a new era. We don’t know yet what the future will

look like. Will it have a place for humanities or even Classics as we
know it? I bet you. Classics is the best department at the University
of Cincinnati, and this is not much different at other institutions.
We have something to offer to undergraduates, to graduates who
will eventually replace us, and to the wider scholarly and (generally
speaking) curious world.

A couple of years ago I participated in a European Studies seminar
for graduates students at UC. The theme was the fall of the Berlin
wall. T guess they put me in this because I am from Europe myself,
the closest thing they could get to the Berlin Wall, perhaps. At any
rate, I was most intrigued by an audio recording played by the
German professor. It contained statements by Walter Ulbricht and
Konrad Adenauer about the erection of the Berlin Wall in 1961.
While Ulbricht, the East-German leader, fumbled through his
speech, Adenauer, the West-German leader, just flooded over the
airwaves. After fifty years his words impressed by their lucidity
and the seeming care that had gone into constructing the prose -
because that’s what it was: pure prose in the best tradition of Cicero
and all the rest. Obviously, Adenauer, who stood in a long line of
public servants in the more traditional West, had paid attention

to his education while at his old-style Gymnasium in Cologne.
Ulbricht, who had gone up the ranks in the Communist party,
lacked the skills to get hold of the truth and express it or - in his
case - to hide the truth and talk convincingly about something
else. In complete contrast, centuries of public service informed

by a Classical education echoed through Adenauer’s words. Now
we know why Communism failed in Eastern Europe: not enough
“proper” education among its leaders.

We often lack confidence in our own leaders, in Washington in
particular. I suspect that their relative lack of education is the
deepest problem. In the good old days (if I may be permitted)

www.classics.uc.edu

everyone respected both “the pride of Princeton” and senator
Lodge, even if they were on the opposite side of an issue, because
they spoke the same language and spoke it in the same way (well,
except for the “twang” and the “accent”), because their speeches,
their verbalisation of the pressing issues in America in their time,
were informed by the same Classical education.

I almost wrote “liberal education” twice in the last two paragraphs,
but I hesitated, because “liberal” now means something else in
America, and it no longer sounds right for Adenauer and senator
Lodge. But that is what it really is: a liberal education for those
who are going to perform some kind of public service, and this
can be in politics, in academia, in business, and in any area of
human endeavor that involves the spoken and the written word
and requires it to be honest, straightforward, and convincing, even
inspiring. You do not get that from watching clips on youtube or

online coursework at “for-profit” (“not-for-your-profit”) institutions.

At UC we try to prepare our students for a life of service and
leadership (which, believe me, is the same thing) through what is
called “general education” A Classics department like ours, where
the quality of teaching easily matches that at ivy-league schools, has
a large role to play in this.

Sincerely,

eter van Minnen
Associate Professor & Head
513-556-1941
peter.vanminnen@uc.edu

Honor Roll of Donors

We thank the following individuals for their generous
donations to the department between 9/1/2010-
10/1/2011. These gifts fund scholarships, attract and retain
the finest faculty, and enrich the experiences of

our students.

Ms. Mary E. Arata
Mrs. Sally S. Hamilton Mr. Harry H. and
Koninklijke Brill N.V. Mrs. Ann H. Santen
Samuel H. Kress Foundation Barbara A. Shailor, PhD
Mrs. Jean Michaels

Ms. Audrey C. Nieson

If you would like to donate to the department, you
may give online at giveto.uc.edu or mail a check to the
following address:

McMicken College of Arts & Sciences
Development & Alumni Relations
PO Box 210367

Cincinnati, OH 45221-0367

For questions on making a gift, please contact Rob
Cardosi at 513-556-6435 or robert.cardosi@uc.edu.

A Toast to History: 500 Years of Wine Drinking Cups Mark Social
Shifts in Ancient Greece

University of Cincinnati research examines a timeline of wine drinking cups over a 500-year period in ancient Athens. Changes in cup
form and design point to political, social and economic shifts. By M.B. Reilly

How commonly used items - like wine drinking cups - change
through time can tell us a lot about those times, according to a new
book by Kathleen Lynch, UC associate professor of classics.

themselves apart from the population at large. In other words, the

drinking gatherings were for the “in” crowd.

« At this time, even grave markers for the very wealthy came in the
form of the mixing bowls (kraters) used to blend wine with water
during symposia. In other words, the ability to sponsor these
drinking events was what people wanted to be remembered for.

Lynch’s new book, “The Symposium in Context: Pottery from a Late
Archaic House near the Athenian Agora,” examines wine drinking
habits in ancient Athens, which produced a great deal of pottery for
the symposium. By focusing on one house in Athens, she was able
to show that this household actually owned several sets of drinking
cups, which suggest different types of social drinking in the house.
The images on the cups reflect the interests of the homeowner, and
they paint a picture of a man who enjoyed hosting a party and had a
good sense of humor.

« The drinking cups during this period were simply decorated and
rested directly on a base (no stem).

The Archaic Period (700-480 B.C.)
« After the turn of the 6th century B.C., changes in the fashion
of drinking cups began, corresponding with Athens’ rising
political power and rising
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that carried over into A kylix dating to ca. 500 B.C. found in the Athenian house studied

the world of politics and by Lynch. Photo courtesy of the ASCSA Agora Excavations. « The middle of the 6th

business. century B.C. saw a rapid
proliferation of cup types:

Komast cups, Siana cups, Gordion cups, Lip cups, Band cups,

Droop cups, Merry-thought cups and Cassel cups - last only a

few decades in terms of popularity. Some of these remain popular

for only a few decades.

production as well as plain,
black-glazed versions.
Stemmed cups became
more popular, probably
because they were easier to

Think of these symposia

as the ancient world’s ultimate cocktail parties, with established

rituals and rules. An important aspect of any symposium was the

wine cup, and the form of and the imagery on the cups reflected the

shared culture of participants, as well as the larger social realities and

changes in their world. « Explained Lynch, “Possessing what was newest in terms of mode
and style of drinking cups was likely equated with knowledge
and status. The elites may have been seeking cohesion and
self definition in the face of factional rivalries and populist
movements. This hypothesis underscores how the drinking
symposia — and specific cup forms identified with specific
factions — might have been used by aristocratic blocs to cement
group bonds in the politically charged environment of the time”

Late Archaic Period (525-480 B.C.)

« The overall number of wine-drinking vessels increased
dramatically during this period, pointing to the democratization
of the symposium, as well as the democratization of the political
and social arenas. The masses had become the political, if not the
social, equals of the elites, and these masses were now enjoying
symposia of their own.

Basic rules of Athenian symposia:

« Couches or mattresses used by reclining participants were set in
a circle or square. So, there was no formal position of status or
group “head”

« Drinkers imbibed in rounds, so consumption of wine (mixed
with water) was equitable. In other words, everyone got drunk at
about the same rate. No teetotalers permitted.

» Said Lynch, “The focus was on drinking communally and in
equal amounts. Inhibitions were lost. In-group bonds were
formed”

Why study these items? “Because;” stated Lynch, “People’s things tell
you about those people and their times. In the same way that the
coffee mug with ‘World’s Greatest Golfer’ in your kitchen cabinet
speaks to your values and your culture, so too do the commonly used
objects of the past tell us about that past. And, often, by studying the
past, we learn about ourselves”

« It’s estimated that drinking vessels for symposia comprised up to
60 percent of the terra cotta fineware (collection of dishes) in the
typical Athenian home of this period. “The typical home had few
useful dishes for eating in contrast to many vessels designed for

Iron Age Symposia and Drinking Cups (1,100-700 B.C.) drinking wine in communal settings,” explained Lynch.

« The drinking gatherings (symposia) were reserved for the elite,

probably allowing political factions to consolidate power and set » This period ends with the devastating Persian Wars, which Greece

won. The proliferation of cup types fell, with red-figured drinking

cups, introduced around 525 B.C., becoming
the most popular.

High Classical Period (480-400 B.C.)

« Red-figured cups (cups decorated with red
figures vs. black) remain popular through the
first part of this period of cultural development
in Athens, but the cups grow taller and
shallower.

By the end of the 5th century B.C., Athens
was weathering the Peloponnesian Wars and
plague, and people were searching for an
escape. This came in the form of an aesthetic
restlessness. Fads in drinking cups came and
went, but few developed into long-lived styles.

These new cup innovations tended to emulate
the fineness commonly found in silver work at
the time. For instance, there were many more
plain, black clay cups with shiny surfaces. And
delicate stamped and incised designs in clay
cup interiors imitated metal prototypes on the
cheap. In other words, the common terra cotta
cups were “designer knock-offs” of the “high-
end” designs found on silver cups.

Stemmed cups had finally run their course,
being 200 years old at this point, and a stemless
form became more popular.

Said Lynch, “People may have been seeking a
visual antidote to the struggles of the period
and a yearning for luxury at odds with daily
conditions”

Late Classical Period(400-323 B.C.)

« Trends toward pseudo luxury (designer knock-
offs) in drinking cups continued; however,
the variety of these “silver-inspired” clay cup
designs diminished after the turn of the 4th
century B.C., probably because the forms
were impractical. For instance, one clay cup -
modeled on a silver drinking vessel — featured
delicate high-swung handles that served no
useful purpose in clay.

Also “running out of steam” in this period was
the tradition of decorating cups with human
figures. A decorative innovation, called

West Slope, became popular at this time. It
consisted of colored clay applied atop black-
glazed surfaces to create the effects of garlands
and wreaths. Human figures were no longer
depicted.

Finally, as Athens fell under the sway of
Philip of Macedon and his son, Alexander
the Great, the symposium came full circle.

It began in the Iron Age as a practice of

the elite. Then, with the movement toward
democratization in Athens, participation

in symposia broadened. Now, in Athens’
Hellenistic period, the practice was again the
prerogative of the elites as a luxury and display
of ostentatious consumption. Equality was no
longer important in a state that was no longer
democratic but monarchical.

Department News

Archie Christopherson, associate professor of
classics and history emeritus, died on September
20, 2011, just three days after his 80th birthday. He
received a PhD in history from the University of
Maryland in 1965, when he joined our department.
Christopherson was a beloved teacher, and over
the years he directed many MA theses and PhD
dissertations. He was also much involved with high
schools in the Cincinnati area and in more recent
years the Clifton community, where he lived.

Archie Christopherson

Professor Jack Davis was elected a Corresponding

Member of the German Archaeological Institute, Berlin, and to the Society
of Antiquaries of London. He is also serving until July 2012 as director of the
American School of Classical Studies at Athens (Greece) and president of the
Association of American Colleges of Greece.

Professor Steven Ellis and his Pompeii research were featured in the hour-
long series “When Rome Ruled” on the National Geographic Channel. For
more than a decade, Ellis has been studying Pompeii, the ancient Roman site
where a volcano eruption buried the entire city in 79 AD. In the episode, he
will walk through his main digging area, Porta Stabia, and discuss various
artifacts and discoveries about ancient urban life.

Also this year, vol. 10 of the serial publication of the
results of the excavations on the island of Keos came
out. The Ayia Irini excavations on the Greek island
of Keos allowed archaeologists for the first time
to define the nature of prehistoric cultures in the
Greek islands. Ayia Irini remains today, fifty years
later, the only site in the Cycladic islands at which
every phase of the Greek Bronze Age is represented.
The publication and evaluation of the results of
.- research there is an ongoing responsibility of the
Elizabeth Schofield Department of Classics. We continue to derive
benefits from our continuing involvement in Keos. “Keos X” (von Zabern
2011) sets out in detail the history of one significant part of the settlement
and represents the fruits of three decades of research by the late Elizabeth
Schofield (PhD, ’65).

New faculty member Valeria Sergueenkova
(Harvard, PhD, ’09) joined the Department of
Classics in 2011 as Assistant Professor of Classics.
Her research focuses on Greek historiography,
Herodotus in particular.

Peter van Minnen was elected member of the
International Committee for Papyrology of the
International Association of Papyrologists.

Valeria Sergueenkova

Alumni News

David Ball (PhD, 93), Classics librarian at Cincinnati, died unexpectedly on
October 25, 2011.

Valentina Popescu (PhD, ’09) took up a position at the University of
California-Davis.

Jason Reddoch (PhD, ’10) took up a position at Colorado State University in
Grand Junction, CO.

Visit www.artsci.uc.edu/alumni to share your news online.
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