Department News

BN Faculty News

Susan Allen was appointed field service
assistant professor in the Department of
Anthropology at UC. She has close ties
with the classics department through her
archaeological project in Albania (http://
classics.uc.edu/sanap/). She was recently
interviewed about it (http://www.uc.edu/
profiles/profile.asp?id=12561).

Harry Gotoff, who came to Cincinnati

in 1986 as Burnam Professor of Latin and
Romance Palaeography, retired last year
after a life dedicated to classics students and
Latin authors, from Lucan (his dissertation)
to Cicero (his most recent productions).

His classes on his beloved Cicero will be
unforgettable. He will be around to enjoy the
music scene at CCM and finish some projects
he has been working on lately. He leaves a
void we hope to fill with the two new hires in
philology we posted recently.

In 2010 William
Johnson, former
head who is now at
Duke, published a
study of elite reading
communities in

ﬁ*] Rome in the early
ﬂé ‘\ﬂ empire. The study is
L an expanded version
of his contribution to
the Semple Symposium on ancient literacies
he organized here with Holt Parker a few
years ago. Check out oup.com.

William Johnson

Mike Sage, professor of ancient history, who
came to Cincinnati and served as department
head for many years in the 1980s-90s,

also retired last year. For family reasons

he recently moved to the west coast. He is
finishing up some of his projects related to
the Roman army, which has been his prime
interest in the last couple of decades (witness
his sourcebook on the Roman republican
army of 2008).

W Visiting Scholar

Billur Tekkok from Baskent University,
Ankara, whom some of our readers may
remember from when she visited Cincinnati
earlier, is spending two quarters here as a
Fulbright Scholar finishing up her part of
“The Lower City Houses of Ilion” (the

other contributors are Brian Rose and
Sebastian Heath).

She is also finishing up three articles: one

is for “Studia Troica 2011 on the cult and
function in the west sanctuary of Troy during
the Hellenistic and Roman periods; another
one is on the local pottery production at

Troy during the Hellenistic and Roman
periods with new results together with Ernst
Pernicka; yet another is on the remnants of
potters’ workshops at Canakkale.

She is the director of an underwater survey
project in the Kas Region.

EER Undergraduate News

We currently have about 50 majors in
Classics and Classical Civilization. Their
involvement in the department has
increased not just by their sheer number but
also by the various events (annual lecturer,
etc.) they organize.

We welcome three new Semple Scholars:
Emily Blatz, Ashley Weaver and Abagayle
Witzgall.

Last year’s translation prizes went to:

Dennis Christen
Junior Greek Translation Prize

April Pierce
Junior Latin Translation Prize

Louis Palazzo
Senior Greek Translation Prize &
Senior Latin Translation Prize

R Graduate Student News

Chris Cloke is
spending another
year at the American
School of Classical
Studies on a
scholarship from

the school. His
dissertation is titled
“An Archaeological
History of the Nemea
Valley: The Results of the Nemea Valley
Archaeological Project for the Archaic,
Classical, Hellenistic and Roman Periods.”

Chris Cloke

Emily Egan is
spending another
year at the American
School of Classical
Studies on a
scholarship from

the school. Her
involvement with
the Blegen and
Rawson finds at Pylos  Emily Egan
continues (see elsewhere in this issue).

Yuki Furuya joined the staff of the “other”
Blegen Library at the American School of
Classical Studies at Athens in June 2010, and
is responsible for the selection, acquisition,
maintenance and development of the library’s
collection - looking for the same out-of-print
publications as “our” librarians, no doubt!

Sarah Lima is spending a year in Albania

on a Fulbright scholarship to work on a
dissertation on reconstructing an Epirote late
Bronze Age and early Iron Age.

Emilia Oddo is spending a year at the
American School of Classical Studies on
scholarship. She is working on a dissertation
titled “Pots and Politics: Pottery from the
North Slope Dump, Mytros Pyrgos, Crete”

Dan Osland is this
year’s recipient of
UC’s Distinguished
Dissertation
Completion Award
for his work on
Meérida, Spain, in late
antiquity (go to page .

4 of the Graduate ] '
School’s annual Dan Osland
report: http://www.grad.uc.edu/file_pdf/
AnnualReport.pdf). Jed Thorn received this
award last year.

Hiiseyin Oztiirk is spending another year at
the American School of Classical Studies on
scholarship. He is finishing a dissertation on
the formation of Mycenaean identities.

Bice Peruzzi is spending a year at the
American School of Classical Studies on
scholarship. Her dissertation is on the
grave assemblages of Peucetia, Italy, in the
Classical Period.

Kathleen Quinn won a university-wide
teaching award at Northern Kentucky
University, where she has been lecturing. She
is also working on a dissertation on post-
classical Troy.

B Tytus Fellows

The Tytus Fellows program is in its 10th
year. Since 2001 Cincinnati has attracted
over 100 scholars from around the world
to pursue short-term or long-term research
in the Classics Library. They add to the
vibrancy of the academic environment in
the department. During the academic year,
fellows receive a modest stipend, housing
and a travel allowance. Arrangements for
the summer are somewhat different. Several
former Tytus Fellows have come back on
their own ticket.

Alumni interested in becoming a Tytus Fellow
should visit http://classics.uc.edu/index.
php/tytus. Several alumni have already been
back as Tytus Fellows. Donations to defray the
costs of the program are welcome (contact
getzel.cohen@uc.edu).
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Pompen Goes iPad By: Peter van Minnen

Our Pompeii project (kudos to B e, 3t
Steven Ellis and John Wallrodt) P b s i
has made it to the official Apple b LA
website (http://www.apple.com/
ipad/pompeii/) for its innovative
application of the iPad. The site
is complete with a link to our
Pompeii website (http://www.
uc.edu/pompeii/).

In Pompeii - the longest
continuously excavated
archaeological site in the world
— iPads are revolutionizing

how archaeologists work in the
field. Rather than recording
notes and sketches on paper,
researchers at the site use iPads
to capture invaluable data faster,
more easily and with far better
accuracy, and share it with others
by downloading the data onto a
central computer twice a day.

The long battery life of the iPad
makes it perfect for data entry

during an eight-hour workday. Its lack of moving parts makes iPad

preferable to laptops in the trenches, where dirt finds its way into
keyboards, ports and screen hinges. iPads are also much lighter
than laptops.

Kevin Dicus and Alex Marko worked with Professor Steven Ellis
at Pompeii.

Ellis credits the introduction of six
iPad devices at Pompeii with helping
his team solve one of the most
difficult problems of archaeological
fieldwork: how to efficiently and
accurately record the complex
information they encounter in

the trenches. Most archaeological
researchers today collect data from
their sites as others have for the
past 300 years. “It’s all pencil and
paper;” says Ellis. “You have to draw
things on paper, or in preprinted
forms with boxes. That’s a problem
because all these pages could be lost
on an airplane, they could burn, they
could get wet and damaged, or they
could be written in unintelligible
handwriting. And eventually they
have to be digitized or entered

into a computer anyway.” So, why
not use iPads from the start? Why
not, indeed!

Ellis and a handpicked team of 35
scholars are studying the patterns of reconstruction under the buildings
to learn how middle-class Pompeian families actually lived before a

volcanic eruption covered their city in 79 A.D.
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Classics Alum Leads Albania’s Cultural Heritage Directorate

By: Ryan Varney

The adventurous wouldn’t dare miss an opportunity to experience
Kamenica, a mysterious and diverse burial mound in Albania that
carries nearly seven centuries of history. But the site itself was in
jeopardy of dying until University of Cincinnati classics alum Ols
Lafe came to the rescue.

Thanks to Lafe the U.S. State Department is now aiding the
preservation of this late Bronze Age treasure in Kamenica through its
Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation.

As the director for cultural heritage at the Albanian Ministry of
Tourism, Culture, Youth and Sports, Lafe helped secure funding to
preserve the Tumulus of Kamenica, a rare and important piece of
Albanian heritage.

Getting the Ambassador’s Fund to support the preservation is just
one of the many exciting aspects of Lafe’s job. With a staff of over 350
people and 27 worldwide institutions to deal with, his job as director
is filled with enormous challenges.

“The work of the cultural heritage director consists in coordinating
all the efforts in the management of tangible and intangible values
of heritage”

He goes on to say, “The director is in charge of the policy making in
the field of cultural heritage, authorized to draft and propose changes
in the existing legislation or the creation of new legal acts, as well as
entitled to cooperate with UNESCO, Council of Europe and other
international and national bodies for the protection, restoration,
excavation, research and promotion of cultural values.”

The job can be as overwhelming as it sounds, but Lafe keeps it under
control using his UC experience as a foundation. “Studying at UC
has given me the possibility to confront openly and with confidence
all discussions and debates in the field of archaeology;” he says, “but
also the chance to enhance my English, which has been continuously
an asset for my publications.”

Despite the workload, Lafe loves being at the center of everything
related to Albanian heritage. “I grew up in Vlora, the city where
Albania claimed its independence;” he says. “So my favorite part
of the job is to be constantly in the loop of all developments in
the country, especially at a time of huge urban change and
difficult decisions.”

Consequently, it was his zeal for Albanian heritage that brought him
to UC in first place. Studying history at the University of Tirana in
Albania, Lafe found himself working on a project with Jack Davis,
UC professor of classics and director of the American School of
Classical Studies at Athens. Over the course of the project, Davis was
able to inform him of everything the classics department had to offer.
Lafe applied to the program immediately, and he wasn't disappointed.

“UC is an excellent place to study and improve one’s capacity to
undertake research—anywhere in the world—after leaving the
university. My time spent at UC has been one-of-a-lifetime, and I still
remember the availability of any kind of support one wished to have
in order to achieve the maximum possible quality in research.”
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From the Head

Dear Alumni and
Friends,

It’s official: Jack
Davis will return
to Cincinnati after
his current term

as director of the
American School
of Classical Studies
at Athens is over
in 2012. The

) countdown has
Peter van Minnen started.

As I go over the content of this, the second issue
of the Blegen Bulletin, I am struck by a few
news items, which you would do well to take

in (especially considering that I wrote most

of them!).

First, the recently released report of the National
Research Council on PhD granting programs

in the U.S. The data are admittedly rather old
(collected in 2005-06), but the spectacular rise
of Cincinnati among classics departments is
certainly remarkable. In 1995, when the previous
NRC report was released, we outperformed

just two departments. In 2010, we were
outperformed by only five.

Second, the continuing streak of successful
graduate students. The NRC report shows that
our student outcomes were very good, and we
now have a couple Fulbrights every year—as well
as more completed dissertations cum tenure-
track positions for our PhDs than ever before.

Third, the unusually successful careers of some
of our other alumni such as Ols Lafe. He did an
MA in archaeology at Cincinnati and is now
“our man in Tirana” for Albanian archaeology.
You can read a long piece about him in this
newsletter.

We are now one of the largest graduate programs
in classics in the U.S., and if we include all Tytus
Fellows, almost every other classicist in the U.S.
will have a Cincinnati connection by the end of
the decade!

We will try to do even better next time.

Peter van Minnen, Head
513-556-1941
peter.vanminnen@uc.edu

www.classics.uc.edu

Her Life in Ruins: Classics
Student Goes Abroad to Study
Ancient Greece

Ann Marie Maly was the only UC student to participate in the College Year
in Athens summer program. By: Kim Burdett

In sixth grade Ann Marie
Maly learned about the

lives of ancient Egyptians.
Enamored with Egyptian art
and mythology, Maly turned
to the internet and library to
independently research the
ancient culture.

So when she arrived at the
University of Cincinnati as a
fine arts major in the College
of Design, Architecture,

Art, and Planning, she
signed up to take an elective
mythology course in the
Department of Classics.

She enjoyed Professor
Kathleen Lynch class so
much, Maly immediately
decided to minor in classical
civilization.

y

Ann Marie Maly at the Myrtos site.

“I loved it so much as a minor that I decided to do a dual degree in art history and
classical civilization,” Maly says. “I just love the art and achievements of ancient
civilizations, and how mythology and literature connect with our world today.”

She was able to observe that connection firsthand this summer when she
participated in the College Year in Athens summer program. Visiting Crete, Attica,
the Peloponnese and central Greece, Maly learned about ancient culture while
simultaneously earning college credit in a course titled “The Archaeology of Greece:
From Palace to City-State”

“Ann Marie’s enthusiasm and interest in ancient Greek culture made her a perfect
applicant for the CYA program,” says Professor Lynch. “I think she’s taken just
about every Greek archaeology course I have taught during her years at UC, but
sitting in a dark room in Cincinnati looking at PowerPoint is no match for visiting
archaeological sites and having lectures right there”

Maly agrees. “It’s just amazing to see all of it in real life because you get such a
different perspective of it. When I was walking up the main pathway to the Acropolis
and I saw the main building, I got goose bumps. It's something I love and know so
much about. It was amazing to see it in person.

While Maly plans to graduate next December with both degrees and a teaching
certificate, she hopes to finish another study abroad before her time at UC is up.

“If anyone at UC wants to study abroad, they should go for it,” Maly urges. “Don’t
let money or being scared of not knowing anyone or being in a foreign country stop
you. It really is something you'll never experience in the classroom.”

REturning to PYIOS By: Peter van Minnen

2010 marked an important watershed
in the history of UC’s excavations at

the Palace of Nestor at Pylos, the best
preserved of all Greek palaces of the
Bronze Age. Under the direction of Shari
Stocker, UC alumna and now adjunct
research assistant professor of classics, a
group of nearly 30 faculty, students and
archaeological professionals have now
spent more years (1992-2010) studying
the discoveries from Carl Blegen and
Marion Rawson’s excavations than it
took to unearth them (1952-1969)!

When Blegen died in 1981, he and
Rawson had published three volumes
of their discoveries and raised the international significance of Pylos

to the equivalence of Mycenae. When Emmett Bennett, alumnus and
retired professor at Madison, discovered and published a large number
of tablets at Pylos that led to the decipherment of Linear B, it gave birth
to an entirely new field of linguistic studies.

In 1991, Jack Davis, alumnus and Carl W. Blegen Professor of Classical
Archaeology at UC, returned to further investigate the Linear B texts.
As he and colleagues were documenting archaeological remains within
about 50 square kilometers around the Palace of Nestor, Stocker made
an amazing discovery: Blegen and Rawson had left 60 percent of the
artifacts in the basement of a nearby museum unpublished! With
unusual foresight they had preserved both human and animal remains
and other finds that were not regularly studied in their day.

Jack Davis and Shari Stocker

Analysis has now produced
spectacular results. Already in
prehistoric times animal sacrifice
was practiced in the way described
by Homer. Wall paintings with
ships adorned the walls of the
palace, like those well known from
the island of Santorini. The elite
buried in tombs nearby lived longer
and ate better. Raw materials and
finished products were imported to
Pylos from the Mediterranean and
beyond. A particularly unexpected
discovery has been unworked lapis
lazuli from Afghanistan, apparently
from a workshop where it would
have been employed with ivory to inlay wooden furniture.

Stocker and Davis also analyzed a fragment of a stone vase’s elaborately
decorated lid. The vase, adorned with a network of interlocking spirals,
is unique on the Greek mainland and is one of fewer than a half dozen
similar vases, all of which have been found in the central Aegean
islands. The lid from Pylos dates from ca. 2500 B.C., and we now know
that the stone from which it was made comes from a form of chlorite
found on the islands of Seriphos and Siphnos.

Many scholarly papers have been published by UC students regarding
Pylos, and Emily Egan and Shannon Lafayette are completing their
dissertations on the site. Many other students have contributed to the
success of the department’s ongoing program of research in Pylos.

Cincinnati Ranks High among U.S. Classics Programs

By: Peter van Minnen

The National Research Council released its rankings of PhD
programs in the U.S. on Sept. 28, 2010. The data were collected in
2005-06 for the preceding five to 10 years. Instead of one absolute
ranking the NRC provides ranges of rankings for five sets of
overlapping variables for each program. They surveyed faculty about
what they think is important, and select faculty—including me—
about who they think is important. It turned out that in identifying
who they think is important, faculty do not accurately apply what
they think is important (no surprise there).

A number of rankings had to be taken into account. The R-ranking
looked at the outcome of who is important via regression analysis.
The S-ranking is based on the explicit criteria for what is important
(the Chronicle of Higher Education uses the S-ranking). Finally,
the dimensional (partial) rankings look at research activity, student
outcome and diversity.

The Outcome of the 2010 NRC Survey

The most sensible (and statistically easy) thing to do is to just add

up all the ranges of rankings provided by the NRC. For classics and
related disciplines (31 programs in all) this produces a ranked list with
Cincinnati in 7th after Stanford, Columbia, Duke, Harvard, Princeton
and Michigan.

If we look at the rankings individually, Cincinnati is also no. 7 in

the overall S-ranking after Stanford, Harvard, Columbia, Berkeley,
Princeton (ex-aequo with Berkeley) and Duke. If we add up the scores
for the two programs at Michigan and the two at Berkeley and divide
them by two, Cincinnati did even better than either university - in fact,
we did better than any other public university!

In research activity Cincinnati ranks even higher. We are no. 5
ex-aequo with Duke and after Columbia, Berkeley, Columbia and
Stanford. Interestingly, Harvard is only no. 16 here ex-aequo
with Michigan.

In student outcomes Cincinnati is no. 8 ex-aequo with Duke and after
Stanford, Harvard, Cornell, Michigan, Yale (ex-aequo with Michigan),
Princeton and Pennsylvania.

In diversity Cincinnati is also no. 8 ex-aequo with Harvard, Johns
Hopkins, Princeton and Pennsylvania.

Congratulations to our colleagues at Stanford, the overall “winner”
this time, and in fact to all who participated in the survey - classics
departments usually rank high within their own institutions.

Classics Library Expands

Recently the Classics Library (officially the John Miller Burnam Classics
Library) acquired 40 percent more stack space, as well as more seating space
for increasing numbers of faculty, students and visitors. The new premises at
the entrance of Blegen Library consist of a circulation and reading area and a
separate area for graduate students and Tytus Fellows of about equal size.

The reading room features original paintings of former head William T.
Semple and Louise Taft Semple, whose bequest to the department is used in
part to fund the library. Display cases with objects from the study collection
and rare books will be added in the near future.

With the expansion of the Classics Library comes an enormous expansion of
the classics department, but we need help from department alumni and friends.
We would like to turn the lower-level space in Blegen into specific research,
workshop, archaeological and generic project areas, as well as an archaeological
study laboratory. The various improvements range from $5,000 to $25,000.
Donors and their testimonials will be listed on our website. Please contact
kenneth.gottorff@uc.edu to help us in our expansion.

The reading room in the Classics Library.

Honor Roll of Donors

We thank the following individuals for their generous donations to the department
between 7/1/2008-6/30/2010. These gifts fund scholarships, attract and retain the
finest faculty, and enrich the experiences of our students.

Mary E. Arata
Koninklijke Brill
Charles Phelps Taft
Memorial Fund
Suzanne Faris

Christopher R. Hutson G. Kenneth and

David A. Jordan Judy Sams

Jeffrey H. Kaimowitz Harry and Ann Santen
Sherwin D. Little Barbara A. Shailor
Daniel Markovic (in honor  J. Hilton Turner

Robert and Jayne Gaebel of Harold C. Gotoff) Peter Van Minnen
Nancy and Thomas Ronald B. Palma (in honor of Harold
Hamant Thaddeus C. Parker C. Gotoff)

Sally S. Hamilton Ms. Sharon A. Roberts

If you would like to donate to the department, you may give online at giveto.uc.edu
or mail a check to the following address:

McMicken College of Arts & Sciences
Development & Alumni Relations
PO Box 210367

Cincinnati, OH 45221-0367

For questions on making a gift, please contact Rob Cardosi at 513-556-6435 or
robert.cardosi@uc.edu.

Alumni News

Phoebe Acheson (’03) is now classics librarian
at the University of Georgia. Her blog (http://
classicslibrarian.wordpress.com/) concerns her
role as liaison with the classics department there
and her responsibility as the library resource for
conducting research in the field of classics.

Peter Anderson (’03) was recently tenured at
Grand Valley State University.

Stelios Andreou (’78) continues his
excavations at Toumba (Thessaloniki) where
he regularly hosts some of our current
graduate students (see “It’s All Greek to Her”
in last year’s Blegen Bulletin). His wife, Sophia
Kouidou, has just been named vice-rector of
the University of Thessaloniki.

During the 2009 fall commencement,
Nancy Hamant (’57) was honored by UC
with an award of excellence for 43 years of
dedicated service (including monitoring our
Latin certificate).

Thomas McEvilley (’68) returned to the subject
of his dissertation with “Sappho” (2008), after
spending decades as a professor of art criticism
in New York. Listen to his Sappho readings

at http://writing.upenn.edu/pennsound/x/
McEvilley.php.

Four years after her untimely death, the
magnum opus of Elizabeth Schofield ('65)

is about to come out: “Keos X: Ayia Irini: The
Western Sector;” edited by Jack Davis and
Carol Hershenson.

What'’s new with you?

Please help us update our alumni files
and let your friends know what you have
been up to. Visit www.artsci.uc.edu/
alumni to share your news online. The
information you provide will be used in
future publications. You can also update
your contact information, nominate a
distinguished alum for recognition, or
make a gift to the department.

How are we doing?

McMicken College strives to keep alumni
informed of the latest news in the
department. Please take a few minutes

to tell us what you think about this
newsletter in our online survey at: www.
surveymonkey.com/s/artsci_newsletters

Sign up for McMicken Monthly!

Have all the latest news from McMicken

College delivered straight to your inbox
once a month. Sign up today for the
McMicken Monthly e-newsletter at:
www.artsci.uc.edu/mcmickenmonthly
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