Student News

™ Undergraduate

We have added 33 percent to our undergraduate majors every
year in the past three years. We had 47 majors and 5 minors last
year and graduated 8 majors in the spring of 2009.

We also revived Eta Sigma Phi, the Latin and Greek honor
society. Thirteen out of 20 eligible students have accepted their
nomination and will be inducted in autumn 2009.

We currently have five Semple scholars. Semple scholarships are
competitive, full in-state tuition awards for students who take
Latin or Greek at the 300 level or higher. Recipients also give

a presentation to their peers and faculty on a research topic of
their choice. For more information on the scholarship, visit the
undergraduate page on our website.

Each year the department awards its outstanding undergraduate
students in various categories. The most recent winners are:

Dennis Christen Junior Greek translation prize
April Pierce Junior Latin translation prize
Louis Palazzo Senior Greek translation prize
Louis Palazzo Senior Latin translation prize

April Pierce Undergraduate travel award

Dennis Christen Undergraduate travel award

John Alexander Junior Classical Civilization paper prize

April Pierce Senior Classical Civilization paper prize

== Graduate

Fulbright scholars Lynne Kvapil and Daniel Osland spent
2008-09 in Greece and Spain, working on their dissertations and
acting partly as ambassadors for the department, the university
and America at large.

Kvapil is working on prehistoric landscape modification around
Mycenae. She researched the landscape, but also archival records
documenting more recent changes, and interviewed government
officials. Osland, who published his MA thesis on “The Early
Roman Cities of Lusitania” in 2006, is working on Emerita
Augusta (Mérida) in Late Antiquity, more specifically the
transition from Roman to Visigothic rule.

Natalie Abell is spending the 2009-2010 year as a Fulbright
fellow in Kea, Greece. Her project, “Reconsidering a Cultural
Crossroads: Diachronic Analysis of Island Identity and Aegean
Connectivity in Bronze Age Kea” will allow Abell to conduct a
ceramic analysis of Ayia Irini for her dissertation.

Alumni News

Regan Barr (’95) founded “The Lukeion Project” in 2005 which
teaches classics in live, online meetings at the high school level.
Currently there are students from four countries and many U.S.
states participating. For more information visit www.lukeion.org.

Deniz Burcu Erciyas ('01) returned to UC as a Tytus Visiting
Scholar in 2008. Visit her Web site to find out more about her
current project: www.komana.org.

Rodney Fitzsimons (‘06) was recently tenured and promoted to
associate professor at Trent University in Canada.

John Hansen (’92), an instructor and academic advisor for the
Classics and Letters Department at the University of Oklahoma,
was awarded the UO Foundation’s Excellence in Teaching Award
in spring 2009.

Eleni Hasaki (‘02, not to be confused with Eleni Hatzaki) was
recently tenured and promoted to associate professor at the
University of Arizona. She will return to UC as a Tytus Visiting
Scholar in 2010.

Jeffrey Kaimovitz ('70) published his translation of “The Odes of
Horace” in 2008 (Johns Hopkins University Press).

Sherwin Little (’83) is in his fifth year as president of the
American Classical League, the first secondary teacher ever
elected to the position.

Jim Newhard (‘03) was recently tenured and promoted to
associate professor at the College of Charleston — and made
department head in one fell swoop!

Ron Palma (°72) is in his 35th year of teaching classics at Holland
Hall School in Tulsa, Oklahoma. For the past 25 years he has been
involved in developing the popular Latin text “Ecce Romani”

Susan Wise (‘05) was recently tenured and promoted to associate
professor at Earlham College.
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“Beyond Magna Graecia: New Developments
in South Italian Archaeology. The Contexts of
Apulian and Lucanian Pottery”

Co-organized by UC Professor Kathleen Lynch,
Tom Carpenter of Ohio University and Ted
Robinson from the University of Sydney

November 12-14, 2009

For more information and to register, visit:
http://classics.uc.edu/apulia/Beyond_Magna_
Graecia/Welcome.html

Free and open to the public.

From the
Classics Library

Our Classics Library is the biggest such library in the
world, the largest single-unit library for research on any
topic relating to the Graeco-Roman world. It’s also the
only part of the University of Cincinnati that can claim

to be number one in the world. It took (more than) 80
years to create it and we are running out of space. We
currently occupy two floors, but will soon have to expand
into an additional floor in the Blegen Library, a move that
is planned for next summer. The move will also give us a
more prestigious entrance and more adequate graduate
student space.

This unique research facility, certainly one of our best kept
secrets, is now better known than ever outside the Classics
department. This is mainly due to the Tytus Visiting
Fellows Program, which brings scholars from around

the world to Cincinnati to spend part of the academic
year—even the summer—in our library. With the move to
another floor in the Blegen Library, we will need to build
new office space for the “Tytans.
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Digging Up Pompeii .. ...icsne

Project director Steven Ellis spends his summers doing research in the ancient city.

Classics Assistant Professor Steven
Ellis, one of two archaeologists that
joined the department in 2008, had
a big summer. He returned to the
fabled site of Pompeii, where as the
youngest archaeologist ever to be
appointed a project director at the
ruins, he leads one of the largest
operations in progress.

In 2008, Ellis and a team of
researchers excavated a Pompeian
area that turned out to be a
restaurant near the theater district
in Pompeii. It turns out that in 79
A.D., when Pompeii was buried
in volcanic ash, some interesting
things were on the menu.

The team was able to identify the

area that was the kitchen. They uncovered cookware, but also food
scraps such as dormice and pig bones. There was also an odd bone
they couldn’t place.

Sent off to the Smithsonian for identification, it turned out to be
part of the bone structure from a leg of a giraffe.

“It’s the first recorded giraffe find in all of Pompeii,” says Ellis, who
theorizes that the animal had to have been brought alive across
from northern Africa to Pompeii in southern Italy. “It may have
been brought for some kind of games or live animal display, and
then been butchered in Pompeii and ended up as a delicacy”

After earning his PhD at University of Sydney, he first worked

at University of Michigan and for the last three summers has
been digging in Pompeii on the project known as the Pompeii
Archeological Research Project: Porta Stabia with his co-director,
Stanford University’s Gary Devore.

The area they work in covers 1,800 square meters and has been
less explored, as it was home to the middle and lower-classes of the
town's social structure.

An archaeological excavation in Pompeii.
Photo courtesy of Steven Ellis.

“I'm interested in the role that
non-elites played in ancient
societies,” explains Ellis. “We
look at their homes and their
retail establishments, the
taverns, the bars and the shops”

Excavating in Pompeii in the
area around last year’s restaurant
discovery, Ellis and his team
found the homesteads for a
number of middle-class families.
But it appears the property
which had once been divided
evenly had changed boundaries.

“Some plots grew at the expense
of their neighbors,” Ellis says.
“We think that happened as a
business transaction, that one
family grew in wealth and was able to purchase the property to
make it a restaurant. This tells us more about the middle class and
how they might have lived their lives”

This year, Ellis went to Pompeii in late June. First, he made a stop

at another project he’s working on at East Isthmia in Greece, where
he and Ohio State’s Timothy Gregory are heading a project to
determine the function of a mysterious series of buildings located
adjacent to one of the most important temples in ancient Greek
society, the Temple of Poseidon. “To this day, we are still trying

to figure out what they were used for,” Ellis says. “Because of their
location they had to be important. They were in a pivotal space next
to one of the most visited temple in Greek antiquity”

Although it made for a challenging summer, Ellis calls coming to
UC “areal dream. This department is known everywhere as a world
leader in Mediterranean archaeology. It's a very strong department
and a privilege to be here”
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From the Acting Head

Dear Alumni and Friends,

With William Johnson on leave for
2009-10, I am once again acting head
of our great department. We have

seen quite a few changes recently, and
some of these figure elsewhere in this
newsletter, the first such newsletter put
out by the department.

Here I would like to highlight a
few of the highlights (pardon the
administrative speak).

Peter van Minnen

In the past couple of years the University of Cincinnati has
participated in a new ranking scheme that measures faculty
productivity nationwide. In 2007 we ranked third in Classics
after Columbia and Brown. In 2008 we ranked first! This is
remarkable, because we have the worst faculty to graduate
student ratio in the nation, and graduate students, as some of
you will remember, can be quite time-consuming. In recent
years we have grown our graduate student body quite a bit,
and about 45 graduate students are currently in residence. We
think there will be jobs for them out there once the economy
recovers; there were jobs for all of this year’s graduates!

We called the newsletter the Blegen Bulletin after our most
famous faculty member, Carl Blegen, but also after the library
building in which the Classics department is housed, renamed
the Blegen Library in 1983. Blegen and his contemporaries
were responsible for making the Classics department the
interdisciplinary institution it is today. With exposure to
archaeology, history and philology (the “classic three-way”

as I like to call our program), students get to experience the
full breadth of the ancient world. This is less common than

it should be, and we pride ourselves on being somewhat of

a pioneer. I think we can put our interdisciplinarity down as
one of our best kept secrets (you will read elsewhere in this
newsletter about our other best kept secrets).

Another highlight - if it weren't too trivial - would be the
recognition of our department as one of the “emerging” centers
of excellence in the state of Ohio. From what I just wrote it
should be clear that we are more than emerging (for those who
are not familiar with administrative speak, “emerging” means
they don’t have to give us any money). So far we have been able
to keep up our operations in Cincinnati and abroad thanks to
a strong endowment. You will read more in what follows about
some of these operations, and also learn where bottlenecks are
“‘emerging” where your help is particularly welcome.

Peter van Minnen,
Associate Professor of Classics and Ancient History

PS: We recently redesigned http://classics.uc.edu. Check it out!

Faculty News

Kathryn Gutzwiller was on leave for 2008-09 with grants
from All Souls, Oxford, the Institute for Advanced Studies,
Princeton and the American Council of Learned Societies,
working on her edition of the epigrams of Meleager.

William Johnson and Holt Parker published the proceedings
of the latest Semple Symposium on Ancient Literacies this year.
Such symposia are organized on an occasional basis to honor
Louise Taft Semple and her husband William T. Semple, the
longest-serving head of the Classics department.

Daniel Markovic arrived this year from Temple University,
where he spent two years as a visiting professor. He received

a PhD in Classical Philology from the University of Illinois

at Urbana-Champaign in 2006. His main fields of interest are
republican Latin literature, Graeco-Roman rhetoric and Graeco-
Roman philosophy. In 2008 he published a monograph on “The
Rhetoric of Explanation” in Lucretius. Currently he is working
on protreptic texts in Greek and Roman philosophical literature.

News from the Field

Jack Davis is about halfway through his term as director
of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens (UC
professors Blegen and Caskey were among the 20 or so
directors in the past).

“Close relations between the department and the ASCSA
continue,” Davis says. “Several of our PhD candidates have
been fellows of the school. Last year, the then ex-acting head of
the department (now again acting head) served as Whitehead
professor. This year we will host three students: Chris Cloke,
Emily Egan, and Natalie Abell.

“Meanwhile at Pylos, restudy of finds from Blegen’s excavations
continues. The first of the new frescoes, a female archer, was
fully published this past year and other articles are in press.

In July, the municipality of Nestor, under whose jurisdiction
falls the Palace of Nestor, announced its intention to make me
an honorary citizen in a formal ceremony next summetr, in
recognition of Cincinnati’s contributions to the archaeology of
the area”

Eleni Hatzaki worked over the summer with graduate students
Natalie Abell, Emilia Oddo and Sarah Lima on ceramic
groups from the Knossos Little Palace North.

Gisela Walberg continued to excavate a Bronze Age fortress at
Episkopi-Bamboula on the south coast of Cyprus. It probably
protected the trade in copper (the word “copper” derives from
the name of the island), the most important trade commodity
during the Bronze Age (copper is the most important
ingredient of bronze). Members of the excavation team
participated in the annual Cyprus Archaeological Research
Institute workshop.

Classics Student Wins Fellowship for
Dissertation Work in Israel .. c..s...

Peter Stone will work at an archaeological site in Tel Kedesh thanks to a grant from the W.F. Albright Institute.

When Peter Stone
graduated high school,
he didn’t plan to go

to college.

It wasn’t until a

friend told him about
an opportunity to
participate in an
archaeological dig

in Tel Kedesh, an
excavation site in

the Upper Galilee of
Israel, that he started
to envision his passion
for history in his own
future. That experience
pushed him to enroll
at University of
Minnesota to study
Latin and Classical
and Near Eastern
Archaeology. He's been
in the field ever since.

How fitting, then, that
Stone recently received
an Educational and
Cultural Affairs

Junior Research
Fellowship from the
W.E Albright Institute
of Archaeological
Research that will take  Photo courtesy of Peter Stone.
him back to the very

same site to work with

the same archaeologists for his dissertation.

“That initial experience is what convinced me to go to college,”
he says. “Interestingly, between the time I was 18 and last
summer, I hadn’t been back to that location. But when the
opportunity came up for me to go to work there for my
dissertation, I was absolutely thrilled and agreed to do so”

Stone, a graduate student in the Classics department, received
the $10,000 fellowship for his dissertation work on a case study
of how the people at Tel Kedesh responded to being under
imperial rule and how it affected their relationships with other
local groups. He'll spend four and a half months in Jerusalem
and hopes to continue his research in Greece, Egypt, Cyprus and

Peter Stone examines pottery in Turkey.

Turkey in the second half of
the year, should additional
funding become available.

“Pottery is the main body of
evidence that I work with,”
Stone explains. “There is so
much of it and it tells you a
lot about economic patterns,
how places are connected
with other places and it

can also tell you about
peoples’ lifestyles”

The site he works at was

a provincial palace and
administrative center where
taxes were collected under the
Persian Empire and Seleucid
and Ptolemaic kingdoms
established after Alexander
the Great’s conquest. Because
it was staffed by locals who
oversaw the surrounding
villages, Kedesh provides an
opportunity to consider how
changes in political authority
affected the rhythm of
everyday life in antiquity.

“One of the reasons I like

dealing with physical remains

is because there is a very
intimate connection,” he says.
“You have these objects that
form continuity that otherwise
wouldn’t exist. That’s always fascinated me”

Stone’s dissertation will look at how the administrators’ lifestyles
changed between empires and how comparable they were to the
local people they oversaw.

“Peter’s dissertation work at Tel Kedesh is innovative in that
it’s using ceramic evidence to answer bigger social and cultural
questions,” says Kathleen Lynch, an associate professor in
Classics and Stone’s advisor.

“This is a very prestigious fellowship,” she continues. “I was not
surprised he received it because the project is excellent and he is
well-deserving of it”

It’s All Greek to Her ..........

Graduate student Katie Swinford recently received a scholarship from the Onassis

Public Benefit Foundation to conduct her dissertation research in Thessaloniki, Greece.

Classics graduate student Katie Swinford
recalls her first excavation experience.
As a field worker on the Greek island

of Despotiko, she spent three summers
digging through the landscape of a

goat pen.

“We were digging in a foot of goat poop,”
Swinford says with a grimace. “It’s in your
eyes, your ears, your nose and youre
smelling it all day long everyday”

Archaeology isn't exactly a glamorous life,
she’s quick to say. But the passion she has
for digging up antiquity overcomes the
nitty-gritty that accompanies it. That fervor
emanates from her when she talks about
the skeletal remains of three individuals she
found this past summer while excavating.

“It sounds kind of wacky but it’s actually
kind of normal to find skeletons at our site,”
Swinford says. “I got into this work because
I love the tangible part of archaeology”

Swinford has been at University of
Cincinnati’s McMicken College of Arts
and Sciences since 2003 and has been
excavating in Greece every summer since
before then. She earned her master’s degree
in classics in 2006, and is continuing on in
hopes of earning her PhD in 2011.

Her dissertation, “Seeking the Polis:
Evaluating the Archaeological Evidence
for Archaic Settlements in Macedonia,”
has taken her to the site of Toumba

in Thessaloniki, Greece, to supervise
excavations there for the past

four summers.

“What I want to understand is what
happened to native Macedonian settlements
when the indigenous people started
interacting with colonies sent from
southern Greece,” Swinford explains.
“Social change, settlement change, if
settlement patterns changed—that is, if
people gathered into one big settlement or
stayed in smaller hamlets. I want to see if
the Greek colonies affected the locals’ way
of life”

Her research at Toumba even helped her
win the Best Poster in Arts and Humanities
with fellow Classics student Natalie Abell
at the Graduate Poster Forum earlier this
year for their poster, “New Excavations

Katie Swinford conducting research
in Greece.
Photo courtesy of Katie Swinford.

at Thessaloniki Toumba: Continuity and
Communality in the Late Bronze and Early
Iron Ages”

Until now, she has only been able to spend
her summers conducting dissertation
research. But thanks to the Onassis Public
Benefit Foundation Post-Graduate Research
Scholarship, Swinford will get to spend
seven months of the next academic year in
Toumba to collect and analyze more data.

The award, approximately $17,000, is given
to 10 post-graduate students and PhD
candidates working on research in Greece.

“This is the first ever award for our
department,” says Kathleen Lynch,
associate professor of Classics and graduate
director of archaeology. “It is an extremely
prestigious honor, given to scholars and
students whose research is innovative and
collaborative with Greek scholars”

The implications of Swinford’s research tie
into greater ideas about nationalism, a topic
that interests her immensely. She hopes to
create a model to look at other northern
Greek settlements in a similar manner.

“What I'm researching really has the
potential for me to use these ideas for the
rest of my career;” she says. “I really see
myself staying in northern Greece and
maybe even including data from Albania
and Bulgaria. It could really go somewhere”

Hopefully somewhere with no goat pens.

The Archive Update

Another best kept secret is the
archive of our excavation projects,
now totaling 20. The older
excavations, such as at Troy and
Pylos, have produced unique
documentation, which isn’t always
available in published form.
Although we have managed to
“curate” what we have over the years,
there is definitely need for a major
overhaul. This will be possible with
the expansion of our space, which
may come by next summer. But to
optimize preservation of and access
to our archives, additional financial
support will be needed.

The most active part of the archives
is the Kea material. We are currently
working on the posthumous
publication of “Keos X,” authored

by Elizabeth Schofield, long-time
adjunct research associate professor
in our department, who passed away
a couple of years ago. “Keos XI” and
other volumes are in the pipeline.

“Keos” and other publications of our
department, such as “Nestor;” the
Aegean prehistory newsletter, profit
from the input of Carol Hershenson,
junior research associate, and

John Wallrodt, senior research
associate. The latter also serves our
department in other ways, including
assistance with publications by
faculty members. Student assistants
are also assigned to help such
projects, a valuable addition to their
experience while in the program.

The “Bulletin of the American
Society of Papyrologists,” a scholarly
journal in four modern languages
about texts in ancient languages and
scripts, has been produced in our
department since 2006. Volume 46
(2009) is forthcoming, and work

is well underway on the following
volumes. Go to www.papyrology.
org, housed on our server, for

more information about the arcane
science of papyrology.
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